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Southern Vancouver Island boasts some of the best farmland in BC and a strong commitment 

by the local community to preserve and enhance these outstanding food resources. Over the 

past five years we have seen a clear shift in our population toward greater consumer awareness 

of and interest in local foods, food production and the need to protect and support local food 

resources. Many factors, such as the rising price of oil, and increasing awareness of the health 

and ecological costs of our current food production and distribution systems have prompted 

communities and governments to ask: How do we ensure an adequate, safe, secure and sustain-

able food supply? 

Increasingly, localized production and distribution is considered as part of the answer to this 

question.

The people of the Capital Regional District (CRD) are actively seeking solu-

tions to a sustainable food supply for the Region. This is especially chal-

lenging when farming is faced with rising land costs, labour shortages and 

an aging farm population. 

 

Although there are many challenges facing localized food production, the 

Our Farmlands, Our Foodlands...Our Future Conference (November 2008, 

Sidney, BC) focused on:

1. Securing farmland 

2. Ensuring farmland is accessible to farmers

3. Keeping farming as an economically viable career 

This report summarizes the knowledge and recommendations gained at 

the conference on these challenges.  It discusses key strategies, tools, and 

resources currently being employed, or that could be employed in the 

CRD to address these critical issues.

Key	Challenges	Identified

Secure our land base and keep it available for  • 

production

Ensure land is affordable and farming is economically • 

viable

Introduction
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On November 27, 2008, the Our Farmlands, Our Foodlands…Our Future conference brought 150 

key representatives from government, agriculture and academia together with farmers, con-

sumers, producers, and other community members to discuss the future of our farmlands and 

foodlands and to plan concrete action to ensure its protection and the viability of agriculture in 

the Capital Regional District (CRD). 

Through workshops and discussion, conference attendees addressed challenges and celebrated 

the successes and initiatives happening around the CRD. A consensus emerged: we need to sup-

port a broad range of measures to ensure land is available and viable for farming.

The group also recognized that a new paradigm was emerging for food production on Vancouver 

Island – one that acknowledged that while larger scale farms play a dominant role in our food 

system, food production occurs in many places and in many ways. In this 

region, small mixed farms are providing a viable economic return to many 

farmers and may serve as a blueprint for agriculture and food production 

in the future. As well, attendees acknowledged both the importance of cre-

ative models of urban agriculture being implemented in the CRD and the 

need to understand, acknowledge, and preserve the many traditional food 

resources in our lakes, oceans, shorelines, forests and fields.

“The tremendous regional differences in B.C. from a 

climatic, geographic, economic and demographic per-

spective have resulted in the most diverse agricultural 

production of any province in Canada. This diversity 

provides unique opportuntiies to supply fresh, healthy 

food directly to consumers, while reducing the distance 

from farm to plate.”

- The B.C. Agriculture Plan:  

Growing a Healthy Future for BC Families

Our	Farmlands,	Our	Foodlands…	Our	Future
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This report answers the central questions: What strategies and tools do we have to preserve and 

enhance our farmlands; how do we increase access to land for food production; and how do we 

support farmers to grow our food?

This report highlights some of the many tools and strategies that came out of the Our Farmlands 

Our Foodlands conference, additional key players meetings and the lived experiences of those 

literally on the ground in the food community. The recommendations for action are pulled from 

many voices from many sectors – but the message is the same: we must act together, we must 

act now and we must take a comprehensive approach. The tools and strategies that came out of 

the conference are summarized in the following pages. While they have been divided into broad 

categories, many ideas overlap. We recognize that solutions to challenges are often context spe-

cific, therefore, the categories are not meant to be definitive, rather they are meant to simplify 

a complex web. The intent of this document is to provide practical ideas for action, not ultimate 

solutions that apply to all challenges.  

Challenges	and	Opportunities

Cost of farmland in BC increased 14.5% in 2007 • 

Development pressures and speculation are driving • 

up cost of farmland (ALR and non-ALR)

Farmland in the CRD valued at $70 - $100K/acre – • 

prohibitive to new farmers or farmers who want to 

expand/diversify operations

Families of aging farmers cannot afford to take on the • 

farm

Viability is also challenged by:• 

increasing regulatory pressures »
shifts in taxation policy and farm assessments »
labour shortages »
increase in input costs »
competition from global food economy »
subsidized industries »
“food should be cheap” mentality »

Shifting climate of consumer awareness and interest • 

in local foods and food production.

Renewed interest in protecting and supporting local • 

farms.

Focus	of	this	Report
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In	Brief:

This report primarily highlights means of increasing access to land 
through:

utilizing	policy	and	planning	tools »

supporting	land	ownership	 »

strategies that promote land leasing and sharing »

role	of	education	and	advocacy	in	farmland	protection,	 »
access	and	economic	viability	of	farming.	

Each	section	explores	the	potential	for	improvements,	
current	initiatives,	and	proposed	models.	Case	studies,	
links	to	more	information	and	an	appendix	of	summary	
charts are also provided. 
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The demand by island residents for local foods is growing exponentially, however, right now 

this demand far surpasses the available supply. BC’s agricultural sector supplies less than 50% 

of the province’s food requirements1. It is estimated that only 10% of the food Vancouver Island 

residents consume is grown on the Island.2

Farming is a challenging business. Our Farmlands, Our Foodlands conference participants felt 

that farming in the CRD is threatened by increased regulatory burdens, labour shortages, rising 

input costs, lack of storage and distribution infrastructure, uncertainty in the Farm Classification 

process, and a shrinking land base. The Our Farmlands, Our Foodlands conference focused on 

two key challenges faced by farming and food production in the Capital Regional District.

 

Key	Challenge	#1	-	Secure	our	land	base	and	keep	it	available	
for	production		

Farmlands account for less than 5% of the land base in BC.3 Many pressures exist that threaten 

this limited and valuable resource. The Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) was designed “…to 

preserve agricultural land and encourage and enable farm businesses throughout British Colum-

bia.” However, the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) does not act directly to keep farmland 

in production (currently only 50% of the land in the ALR is under production4). In addition, it is 

possible to apply to the ALC to have land removed from the ALR.

While the ALR can protect land for farming, it does not directly keep land affordable for farmers.  

Overall, while the ALR plays an important role in protecting BC’s farmland, it cannot be the only 

means of protecting farmland.  

It is also important to consider that there is a substantial amount of arable land outside the ALR 

in BC.  Within municipal jurisdictions, some of this land is designated “agricultural”, however it 

does not have the same protections offered by the ALC.

Key	Challenges	

Increasing	Concentration	of	 
Population	and	Agricultural	Activity

Between 2001 and 2006, this “triangle” had:

88.5% of the increase in B.C. population• 

67% of the increase in B.C. gross farm receipts• 

From keynote address by Jim LeMaistre, Our Farmlands Our 

Foodlands Conference, Nov 27, 2008

1Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, BC’s food self-reliance: Can 
BC’s farmers feed our growing population?, 2006
2Curran, Deborah, Protecting the Working Landscape of Agri-
culture: A SmartGrowth Direction for Municipalities in British 
Columbia, 2005
3http://www.smartgrowth.bc.ca/AboutUs/Issues/Agricultural-
Land/tabid/111/Default.aspx
4ibid
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The Lower Mainland, Southern Vancouver Island, and the Okanagan have most of the high qual-

ity soils in conjunction with a favourable climate for farming in BC. Not surprisingly this is where 

agricultural activity in the province is concentrated. But these areas are also home to the major-

ity of BC’s population. It is interesting to note that 79% percent of BC residents live next to land 

responsible for 78% of BC’s farm revenues.1

To feed a growing population we will need to consider how the development of farmland rec-

onciles with our need for land for food production. If growth is inevitable, so then is our need 

for land to grow food to feed our expanding population. To protect our food security, we must 

protect our agricultural land, and ensure that it is accessible to farmers to farm.

The	State	of	Our	Farmlands	–	in	and	out	of	the	ALR

“Of the 13,563 hectares of farmland in the Capital Region, 64% of it is used to produce food for 

human and livestock consumption. Of this, 28% is used to grow fruits and vegetables.” (2008 

Victoria Foundation Vital Signs Report)

In the CRD, there has been a continual decline in rural agricultural land since the Agricultural 

Land Reserve (ALR) set aside 12,085 hectares in 1972. Due to pressures such as urban develop-

ment, nearly 1,500 hectares has been excluded in the 36 years since the ALR has existed. The 

most significant losses occurred between 2001 and 2004.2 According to The State of the Region 

report, 10,624 hectares remain in the ALR the Capital Region. (2006)3 

The ALR represents just a portion of the agricultural land base in the CRD. A great deal of farm-

land also exists outside of ALR boundaries and these non-ALR farmlands are also facing serious 

pressures.  

Particularly in the Capital Regional District, small,lot agriculture may be the wave of the future. 

More and more farmers are making a viable income and providing food for the community on 

smaller parcels, often under a few acres. It is clear that – large or small – every parcel of avail-

able land is needed for food production..

1Curran, op.cit.
2The State of the Region Report:2008 Regional Growth  
Strategy Five-Year Monitoring Review, CRD Planning and  
Protective Services
3Ibid

Key	Challenge	#1	cont.

Size	Doesn’t	Matter:	 
Feisty	Field	Organic	Farm		

A common reason for applications for exclusion of land 

from the ALR is that the land is too small  a parcel to be 

economically viable.  Robin Tunnicliffe is one of many 

growers proving this to be a fallacy.  On less than one 

acre in Saanich, she runs Feisty Field Organic Farm. Her 

produce is sold through Saanich Organics at markets, 

through a home delivery program and to restaurants. 

Robin co-owns Saanich Organics with Heather Stretch 

(Northbrook Farm) and Rachel Fisher (Three Oaks Farm). 

The success of their operation is attributed to creative 

and co-operative marketing. The commercial division 

makes marketing to restaurants and retail outlets more 

efficient by giving chefs and produce managers a way to 

access the produce of several local, small, farms with one 

weekly phone call, and one consistent weekly delivery. 
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1Campbell, Charles, Farmland 

Forever: Reshaping the Agricul-

tural Land Reserve for the 21st 

Century, David Suzuki Founda-

tion, 2006
2Investment Agriculture Foun-

dation/Ipsos-Reid Poll of Public 

Opinions Toward Agriculture, 

Food and Agri-Food Production 

in BC Dec 2008
3www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/

Food_Self_Reliance/BCFood-

SelfReliance_Report.pdf

The	ALR	–	does	it	give	us	a	false	sense	of	security?

Farmland comprises less than 5% of our overall land base in BC.  

In 1972, the Provincial government created the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) to protect diminishing farmlands in the 

Province. Since this time, however, there has been a continued erosion of this protected land base. Between 2001- 2005, 

the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) approved the removal of 71.4% of the ALR’s 7,493 hectares under consideration. 

Land removal rates in the ALC’s six regions were highest on Vancouver Island at 86.8 per cent.1 There were inclusions of 

new lands into the reserve during this time, however much of this land was of poorer quality and in remote areas of the 

province.

There is continuing strong support for the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) and the policy of preserving farm land (95%) by 

British Columbians. However, this support is based on a low level of public knowledge about the ALR. Only about 41% of 

BC residents say they know either “a lot” (13%) or “some” (28%) about the ALR).2

The ALR is one essential tool in the preservation of some of BC’s farmland, but there are existing challenges within and to 

the ALR. At the Farmlands conference we heard concerns raised around the current ALR, and ALC structure.  The ALC could 

be strengthened to more adequately protect lands, and decrease land speculation.  We also heard clearly that while the 

ALR preserves land, it does not address the challenge of preserving the farmer. A serious question was put forward as to 

whether the land held within the ALR was really sufficient for our current and future food production needs.  

This question is further amplified by the findings of the report BC’s Food Self Reliance: Can BC’s Farmers Feed Our Grow-

ing Population?. According to this report over one half of a hectare of farmland (0.524 ha) is needed to produce the food 

for one person for one year (given the production technology available today). This is roughly equivalent to 6 city lots. 

Based on these figures and our current population, a total of approximately 192,308 hectares would be needed to feed the 

population of the CRD alone. There is a large disparity between what we need and the amount of farmland in existence in 

the CRD. Currently, there are 10,624 hectares of ALR farmland in the CRD, which is less than 1% of what, according to this 

report, would be needed to be self sufficient. 

It seems that all farmland, in and out of the ALR, is important to our regional food security.3
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The	ALR	decision	making	tree:	How	
is	land	excluded	(removed)	from	the	
ALR?

The Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) is responsible for 

the administration of the ALR, but local government land 

use planning plays an important role. The Commission is 

made up of six regional panels responsible for

Decisions on applications• 

Plan & bylaw reviews• 

Field inspections• 

Meeting with individuals, local governments, farm • 

and forest organizations, and other government 

representatives

Delegated decision making• 

Local governments are responsible for developing plans 

and bylaws to regulate use and subdivision of ALR lands 

within their jurisdictions in a manner compatible with the 

Agricultural Land Commission Act. 

When an application is put forward by a landowner to ex-

clude land from the ALR, the local government must first 

review the application and then pass it to the ALC with a 

recommendation (for, against, or no comment). The re-

gional panel then decides upon the exclusion application. 

The public has the opportunity to provide input, both at 

the local level when the application is reviewed by coun-

cill, or in writing to the review panel of the ALC. 
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At the Our Farmlands, Our Foodlands Conference there was much talk about the price of land 

and that currently an average acre costs between $70,000-100,000 an acre in the CRD. This 

price puts land well out of the reach of most new farmers. These prices also create a difficult 

dynamic for farmers wanting to retire and see their farm businesses passed on to their families 

or sold to new farmers, as they could not afford the land costs associated with the business.  

Land accessibility would be a less critical issue if farming was generally profitable. But a com-

plex web of market influences, regulation, global labour costs, and the scale and concentration 

of ownership in agri-business create a challenge for Vancouver Island’s small and medium size 

farms to compete for the consumer dollar.

In our “cheap food culture” many consumers make decisions about food purchases based pri-

marily on price. Currently, North Americans spend less than 10% of household income on food 

– among the least in the world.

Although we are seeing a huge wave in interest in “buying local” for 

reasons of health, environment and taste, this interest may wane if local 

products are not readily and conveniently accessible. As both farms and 

infrastructure on Vancouver island diminish, this gap in supply poses a 

significant challenge. The global economic downturn also makes it more 

difficult for consumers to “put their money where their mouth is” and buy 

local. But, with challenge comes opportunity. There is a growing number 

of small and medium scale farmers who are turning profitable farm busi-

nesses as the “go local” wave rolls forward.  

As BC’s health care costs grow out of reach due to treatment of obesity 

and diet related chronic diseases (in particular Type II Diabetes), the Pro-

vincial government is moving to re-align priorities and programs toward 

“healthy eating and active living”. Successful strategies have obvious links 

to investment in local food production and distribution such as initiatives 

such as the School Fruit and Veggie Program.

Key	Challenges	#2	and	#3–	Ensure	land	is	affordable	and	farming	is	economically	viable	

Part	of	a	global	trend…

China lost 86 million acres of farmland to urban growth 

and soil erosion between 1950 and 1990 -- equal to all of 

the farmland in Germany, France, and the United King-

dom.  It is determined that the US loses between 1 to 3 

million acres of land annually.
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The New BC Agriculture Plan shows a marked shift in orientation toward production for British 

Columbians and away from external markets (however as noted by Our Farmlands Our Food-

lands conference participants, unfortunately, the plan lacks a budget to implement its core 

strategies).

It is undeniable that farmers (and the related industries such as wholesalers, processors and re-

tailers of local products) are facing some real challenges to their survival in a global marketplace. 

One of the dimensions of this is related to land.  and is under increasing pressure for alternative 

uses, particularly in heavily urbanized areas like the CRD, and the price of land is disproportion-

ate to the income of farming.

This section has briefly discussed some of the key challenges associated with preservation and 

access to land that were brought forward at the Our Farmlands Our Foodlands conference. The 

participants however showed a real desire not to rehash the issues but to focus on what we can 

do about them. How do we bring our knowledge and our resources together to affect positive 

outcomes – ones that will preserve and enhance our farmlands and foodlands in the CRD in the 

coming years?

The following section of the report focuses on ideas and talks about action. It highlights the as-

sets we have in the region and outlines what the Our Farmlands Our Foodlands conference par-

ticipants had to say about the role of policy, programs, and education around land and farming. 

 Vancouver Island is said to have one of the most knowledgeable food consumer-bases in the 

country. This awareness has created tremendous consumer support and demand for local food, 

so much so that twhe demand currently exceeds the supply. Farmland issues are often spotlight-

ed in the media and through organizations such as The Land Conservancy (TLC), Farm Folk City 

Folk (FFCF), LifeCycles, CR-FAIR and others actively engaged in public awareness and education. 

Increasingly, particularly at the municipal level, our government representatives are paying at-

tention to consumer demand and constituents’ concerns, speaking out in public forums about 

issues such as farmland preservation and access to local food. A big push is underway to get 

food back onto election platforms. 

BC	Agriculture	Plan:	Growing	A	
Healthy	Future	for	BC	Families	–	
some	highlights	

 All British Columbians should have access to safe, locally 

produced food.

Agriculture is ideally positioned to make major contribu-

tions to climate change mitigation, a cleaner, greener 

environment, and the improved health and well-being of 

British Columbians.

The future of farming in B.C. will be strengthened through 

a greater awareness of its value to the urban population 

and new policies targeted to allow generations of farm-

ing families to operate viable and integrated farm-related 

businesses.

The business of farming needs to be strengthened and 

streamlined to facilitate growth, bring new entrants into 

farming and ranching and intensify innovative develop-

ment of B.C.’s agriculture and agri-food industry.
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This section is broken down into three subsections:

Strategies	and	Actions	for	Policy	Makers•	

Provincial government »
Regional governments »
Municipal governments »

Strategies and Tools for Land Access•	

Land ownership »
Challenges and Benefits of Leasing and Sharing Land »
Land leasing »
Land sharing »
Public Purchase of Lands and Farmland Trusts »

Education	and	Awareness	to	build	political	will	and	support	farmers•	

Opportunities for preserving farmland and supporting farmers exist at all levels – from an indi-

vidual consumer’s purchasing decisions through local, provincial and federal government poli-

cies. All through our region, measures are being implemented to reverse trends that deplete our 

resources. Policies and actions that will ensure a rich agricultural future are being 

enacted. Many creative, effective ideas are enabling successful businesses in farm-

ing, foraging and distribution of local food. 

Municipalities – such as Oak Bay and Victoria – have responded to pressure from cit-

izens wanting access to locally grown food by changing bylaws to encourage urban 

agriculture. Organizations such as The Land Conservancy of BC (TLC) and Farm Folk

City Folk have formed a joint venture called the ‘Community Farm Program’ which 

brings together land owners , farmers and local communities to facilitate farmland 

securement for local food production and to help farmers access affordable land. 

While individual communities may have specific needs and challenges, there are 

many strategies already in use in our region that were highlighted at the Our Farm-

lands, Our Foodlands Conference. These ideas can form a template for positive ac-

tion anywhere. The balance of this report centres on these tools and strategies

“You (Vancouver Islanders) are actually leading British 

Columbia in rational thought, working together, de-

veloping land use policies, common sense, support for 

agrarian work and support for the business of farming. 

This is a place where people come together and solve 

problems. Realize that others of us look to you for the 

ideas that we will follow.” 

- Corky Evans

former MLA, Nelson–Creston

Ideas	into	Action
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“Can the earth feed its people? That I am afraid is a political question”

Professor Ho Zhiquian 

from keynote address by Jim LeMaistre,  

Our Farmlands Our Foodlands Conference,  

Nov 27, 2008

Our continuing population growth has created increasing development pressures on agricultural 

land and conflicts where farmland meets urbanized areas. Planning for growth in a way that 

promotes local, sustainable agriculture can have tremendous benefits to communities. Planning 

around food supply must be embraced by all levels of government; ensuring productive food 

lands is part of this planning picture.  

As watersheds provide our water, we see our lands as part of our “food shed.” Having land avail-

able for food growing should not be seen as anti-development but rather pro-efficient develop-

ment.

Approximately 25% of the participants in the Our Farmlands Our Foodlands Conference were 

employed by local and provincial governments – a mix of elected officials, planners and staff.  

Their participation reveals the hunger for information and interest in working collaboratively to 

solve these issues.  Tools and strategies for government to protect land and improve access to 

land for farmers was the focus of one session.  This section summarizes the information present-

ed; what is happening now and what is needed to ensure we have a regional land base acces-

sible to farmers today and in the future

Tools	and	Strategies	for	Policy	 
Makers:

Agricultural Area Plans and Agricultural Advisories• 

Tax instruments• 

Food Policy Councils, Food Charters and Food and • 

Health Action Plans

Agricultural Land Reserve• 

Regional Growth Strategy• 

Official Community Plans and Sub Area Plans• 

Economic Development Planning• 

Public Lands used/purchased for Agriculture and leas-• 

ing options

Bylaws• 

Specific Land Use Planning Tools:• 

Urban Containment Boundaries »
Edge planning »
Development Permit Areas »
Zoning and affirmative agriculture covenants »
Land use inventories and Agricultural Geographic  »
Information Systems

Strategies	and	Actions	for	Policy	Makers
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The provincial government recently developed the progressive and ambitious BC Agriculture 

Plan to guide provincial policy and planning around agriculture. The plan begins to address some 

of the relationships between agriculture and food, and between food and the health of British 

Columbians. The core objectives of the plan are:

Producing local food in a changing world • 

Meeting environmental and climate challenges  • 

Building innovative and profitable family farm businesses • 

Building First Nations agricultural capacity  • 

Bridging the urban/agriculture divide • 

One major weakness of the Plan is that there is little budget to implement the suggested strate-

gies. This is compounded by the fact that the Ministry itself is critically underfunded.  

The last objective of the BC Agriculture Plan contains Strategy # 21, promising “Preservation of 

agricultural land for future generations of farm and ranch families.” Although this statement 

indicates a commitment to agricultural land, it does little to ensure access by farmers to agricul-

tural land. This is a major gap. The prescribed vehicle for this access has been and is the Agricul-

tural Land Reserve.

Provincial agricultural initiatives do not exist in a vacuum. Priorities and decisions about food 

and agriculture are directly relevant to the economy, the environment and our physical health. 

Policies from the BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands (MAL) intersect with and influence other 

provincial ministries, particularly the Ministry of Health (food safety, medicine and health) Min-

istry of Environment (water and land use), Ministry of Small Business (farm taxation).  Workshop 

participants spoke of the need for better cooperation and integration between the ministries, 

something particularly relevant in terms of regulatory measures that affect farms and farmers 

(e.g. Meat Processing: Food Safety policy; Farm Assessment: taxation policy).

Provincial jurisdiction intersects with regional and local governments and it is critical they work 

together to ensure coherence in action and policy.  The Strengthening Farming Program il-

lustrates how the MAL supports and works with local government. The program supports the 

Strengthening	Farming	Program	

The goal of the Strengthening Farming Program is to 

“help secure farming and ranching in the communities of 

British Columbia, support sustainable and economically 

viable agriculture and promote the use of normal farm 

practices.”  Provincial Agri-teams in each municipality 

provide links with the farm community and assist with 

the development of agriculture area plans, farm bylaws 

and Official Community Plans.  

The program hosts resources to support planning for 

agriculture such as: 

Planning For Agriculture• 

Guide to Bylaw development in Farming Areas• 

Guide to Edge Planning• 

Planning Subdivisions near Agriculture• 

More information and links can be found in the Summary 

Charts section at the back of this booklet. 

http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/about.htm

Strategies	and	Actions	for	Policy	Makers:	Provincial	Government
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development of Agricultural Area Plans and Agricultural Advisory bodies to ensure the voice of 

agriculture is part of local decision-making. It also provides planning tools for local governments.  

Other initiatives are outlined in the summary charts.

Provincial	Jurisdiction	–	Farm	Assessment	and	Tax	Policy:	 
Instrument	for	Land	Accessibility?		

Taxation policies can have significant impacts upon farmlands. Designation of a property as 

agricultural (achieving Farm Status) brings a concomitant reduction in property taxes and helps 

to make farming more economically viable.  These tax benefits are linked to revenues based on 

production and serve to encourage landowners to grow food themselves or allow their lands to 

be used for food production.

Current farm assessment and tax policies pose significant challenges in terms of the definition of 

“farm,” what land qualifies as part of the farm and what activities on the farm “count” towards 

achieving required revenue generation thresholds.  

These unresolved issues are central to the debate 

on whether these instruments serve to support or 

counter farmlands and farm viability.

The Farm Assessment Review Panel is currently 

reviewing land taxation policy in British Columbia 

and will determine changes in farm assessment 

and tax benefits for the 2010 tax roll. In a work-

shop held at the Our Farmlands Our Foodlands 

Conference, participants drafted recommenda-

tions and provided them in writing to the review 

panel. See sidebar, next page, for an excerpt of 

these recommendations. 

	What	counts	as	farm	revenue?

The B.C. Assessment Authority allocates on-farm activi-

ties such as agri-business, agro-industry and on-farm 

residences to the broader classifications of business, 

industry and residential. These broad designations can 

cause considerable challenges for the farmer.

For example, while a farm may include a residence, a 

barn, a retail store and a small processing operation for 

the packaging of fruit or berries, the study found that 

only property tax generated from actual farmland is clas-

sified as farm.  According to BC Assessment guidelines, 

the farm’s barn is deemed 

to be an outbuilding of the 

residence, therefore it is clas-

sified as “residential.” The 

retail store is classified as a 

“business” and the process-

ing operation is classified as 

“industrial.” 
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Recommendations:	Key	actions	Provincial	policy	makers	
can	take	to	protect	Farmland	and	enhance	food	 
production

Increase	funding	for	the	Ministry	of	Agriculture	to	the	national	 »
average in terms of Provincial GDP

Continue	to	support	and	strengthen	the	ALR »

Increase	cooperation	and	integration	between	ministry	policy	 »
(with	a	particular	attention	on	agriculture	and	health)

Continue	to	support	the	Strengthening	Farming	Program »

Ensure	the	Farm	Assessment	Review	and	applied	taxation	 »
policies support the ecological integrity and management 
of	farms	as	well	as	better	recognize	diversified	farm	in-
comes 

Summary	of	Recommendations	to	

the	Farm	Assessment	Review	Panel	

(excerpt)
The Panel must “inform the Minister that the Terms of 

Reference are too narrow, and that a broad review of 

agricultural policies and practices is needed in British 

Columbia. This review should attempt to synchronize 

policies among Ministries and provide a set of best 

practices for local and regional governments for farmland 

protection. The review should seek broad public support 

and participation in the process. If the Panel decides to 

continue under the current terms of reference, the group 

asks the following: 
The standards be amended to include a preface that 

• 

recognizes the importance of agriculture to com-

munity and ecosystem health, and establishes these 

benefits as an objective of the regulation. 

The standards should include a definition of “Asses-

• 

sor” that includes training in agrology. 

Agriculture should be set as the default classification 

• 

instead of residential. When there is a doubt, the 

property should be classified as agriculture. 

Value-added processing should be included as part 

• 

of farm income and as a farm use, with the condition 

that the raw inputs come from the local area. 
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Overview

The Capital Region District (CRD) is the regional government body that oversees policy or plan-

ning at the regional level and has some planning tools, bodies and advisories that pertain to 

farmland issues.

In general, the CRD provides governance and services to the Capital Region. These services can 

be regional (supplied to the whole region), inter-municipal (supplied to two or more members 

within the region) or local (provided to electoral areas within the region. These include: regional 

parks, regional planning and solid waste management (including recycling).  The CRD also cre-

ates partnerships between any combination of municipalities and electoral areas for services or 

projects that are specific to only part of the region.1 

The Capital Regional District is a federation of 13 municipalities and three electoral districts:

Central Saanich  Saanich

Colwood  Sidney

Esquimalt  Sooke

Highlands  Victoria

Langford  View Royal

Metchosin  Juan de Fuca (ED)

North Saanich  Southern Gulf Islands (ED)

Oak Bay  Salt Spring Island (ED)

The Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA) is another authority that oversees planning and 

policy (through a health lens) in the region.  The VIHA Community Food Action Initiative pro-

vides funding to support community-based food planning projects and related initiatives. It is a 

potential resource for initiatives focused on promoting land access for food production.

The	hierarchy	of	local	government	
planning	tools	

A Regional Growth Strategy (RGS) sets the  

20 year vision for a Regional District

↓
Regional Context Statements from each municipality link 

the RGS to Official Community Plans (OCPs)

↓
OCPs from each municipality state the objectives and poli-

cies for land use management and planning for 5 years, 

and must be consistent with the RGS

↓
Capital Expenditure Plans for each municipality reflect the 

priorities in the OCP

↓
Zoning bylaws, development permits, farm bylaws 

and other local government land use regulations pro-
vide the detail, and must be consistent with the OCP

- Food and Agriculture SubCommittee of the  

CRD Roundtable on the Environment  

Report by Deb Curran Jan 27, 2008

Strategies	and	Actions	for	Policy	Makers:	Regional	Governments

1http://www.crd.bc.ca/about/index.htm
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Food	and	Agricultural	Policy	to	support	farmland	protection	and	accessibility	
in	the	CRD

The Regional Growth Strategy (RGS) is the overarching planning document adopted in 2003 by 

the CRD.  Although it does not contain a comprehensive plan for agriculture, it affirms the Urban 

Containment Boundary that provides measures to restrict growth on agricultural lands.  There 

is much work to be done within the RGS to further plan for agriculture.  The CRD is currently 

initiating a review process – an excellent opportunity to get involved and work with policy mak-

ers to strengthen the plan for agriculture. Planning for Agriculture is the resource guide that lays 

out excellent recommendations for undertaking a range of planning strategies and should be 

explored during the RGS review. (See Summary Charts section at back of booklet)

The	CRD	Food	and	Agriculture	Subcommittee	(FASC) is a subcommittee of the CRD Roundtable 

on the Environment. FASC has recently undertaken a study on government jurisdiction and 

policy related to agriculture. It was also a key supporter of the Our Farmlands Our Foodlands 

Conference and the development of this report. FASC is also working with the Capital Region 

Food and Agriculture Initiatives Roundtable (CR-FAIR) to introduce a Food Strategy for the 

Region tied to the RGS, and is supporting the establishment of a Food Policy Council within the 

CRD institutional structure.  

The	Capital	Region	Food	and	Agriculture	Initiatives	Roundtable	(CR-FAIR) is a consortium of 

food and farm organizations that also benefits from the participation of the Vancouver Island 

Health Authority, Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, and Capital Region District. CR-FAIR has 

been working to develop a Regional Food Charter outlining regional priorities for planning and 

collaboration around food and agriculture. The Charter has yet to be proposed for adoption at 

the CRD level but has been adopted by both Central Saanich and North Saanich.  

Regional	Food	Charter:	What	does	
it	say	about	land	and	land	access?

Farmers must be supported and local farmland rec-• 

ognized as essential for our long-term food produc-

tion capacity.

Farmland should be used for food production using • 

good stewardship practices, for the social and eco-

nomic benefit of the region as a whole

Local farmland is a precious resource that must be • 

protected to ensure long-term food production

Strategies	and	Actions	for	Policy	Makers:	Regional	Governments	cont.
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Agricultural	Advisory	Committees	and	Agricultural	Area	Plans	

Agricultural Advisory Committees, the designation of Agricultural Planning Areas, and the  

creation of Agricultural Area Plans are other tools to support the retention, creation, and  

productivity of farmlands and farm businesses.

Currently the following Agricultural Area Plans have been completed, are being worked on or 

are being considered by local governments:

Completed:

Salt Spring Island – Islands Trust Local Trust Committee for Salt Spring Island• 

Saanich Peninsula Agricultural Strategy - Peninsula Agricultural Commission• 

Langford• 

In-Process:

District of North Saanich• 

Being considered:

Capital Regional District -  • 

 Juan de Fuca Electoral Area

District of Metchosin• 

Agricultural	Advisory	Committees

37 AAC’s across the province (Nov 2008), including • 

one for aquaculture

Advise local governments on land use and policy • 

issues

Promote awareness of agriculture – e.g. tours• 

Day-to-day and broader issues re. farming• 

Appointed by Council or Regional Board• 

Operate under Council’s or Board’s terms of  »
reference

Strictly advisory »

Agricultural	Area	Plan	

A document for local government and farm operators:• 

Provides policies and bylaws supportive of agriculture »
Can be a business and marketing strategy for  »
farmers

Raise awareness of agriculture• 

Build community support for farming• 

Identify opportunities to support and expand farming• 

Resolve limitations for agriculture• 

Promote land use compatibility – urban-rural• 
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The	Peninsula	Agricultural	Commission

The Peninsula Agricultural Commission (PAC) is an advisory committee set up in 1993 to “advise 

the Municipalities of Central Saanich, Saanich, North Saanich, Saanich and Sidney on matters 

involving agriculture, and, to facilitate the development of programs for implementation of the 

Saanich Peninsula Agricultural Strategy objectives and keep the Municipalities advised of these 

programs.”1 

The committee is comprised of one council representative from the municipalities of Central 

Saanich, North Saanich, Saanich and Sidney; 10 citizen representatives, one non-voting member 

from the Agricultural Land Commission; one member of the Saanich Peninsula Water Commis-

sion, one non-voting member from the staff of Agriculture Canada, and one non-voting member 

from the staff of the Ministry of Agriculture.2  

An Agricultural Strategy for the Saanich Peninsula was created more than a decade ago. Our 

diminishing agricultural land base and underutilization of farmlands has inspired a call for the 

review and update of this plan.  

Participants at the Our Farmlands Our Foodlands Conference raised the question: 

“Although some municipalities are creating Agricultural Area Plans, our regional food system 

does not know municipal boundaries.  Do we need a more comprehensive regional plan? 

Should this be part of our Regional Growth Strategy?”

1www.gov.saanich.bc.ca/municipal/clerks/boards/pac.html
2http://islandfarming.blogspot.com/

Strategies	and	Actions	for	Policy	Makers:	Regional	Governments	cont.

Agriculture
Strategy
for the
Saanich
Peninsula

 June 1997
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Recommendations:	Key	actions	Regional	policy	 
makers	can	take	to	protect	Farmland	and	enhance	food	 
production

Strengthen	the	Regional	Growth	Strategy	(RGS).	An	opportunity	 »
to	do	this	is	through	the	RGS	review

Ensure	that	municipal	planning	around	farmlands	and	urban	 »
food	production	is	linked	and	coordinated;	an	opportunity	to	
do this is through the RGS.

Support	the	establishment	of	a	Regional	Food	Policy	  »
Council	that	is	‘housed’	within	the	CRD	to	help	deal	with	
regional farmland issues and the RGS

Look	at	regional	lands	and	potential	for	food	production »

Explore developing a tax levy similar to the current  »
Parks	levy	to	support	acquisition	of	farmlands	for	the	
long	term	benefit	and	food	security	of	the	region
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Case	Study	–		Salt	Spring	Area	Farm	Plan:	Developing	an	
Area	Plan	that	tackles	farmland	accessibility	issues	

In 2006, a large, diverse group came together to create an Area Farm Plan for Salt Spring 

Island.  Their key recommendations were:   

establish a Salt Spring Island Agriculture Alliance• 

establish a community farmland trust• 

establish key community facilities to support the expansion of agricultural activities.• 

The purpose of the community farmland trust is: “to acquire and manage land, to ar-

range leasehold agreements, and to ensure that farmland held by the trust would be 

actively farmed in an environmentally and socially sustainable manner.”  The trust could 

“provide a variety of tenure agreements to suit different needs.”

In addition the plan outlined the “pursuit of strategies that protect agricultural land and 

that make more land available for farming.”

Who	funded	it?

Agriculture and Agri-food Canada, Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC, Salt Spring 

Island Farmers Institute, the Island  Natural Growers, the Salt Spring Island Local Trust 

committee, the BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, Capital Region District

Who	participated?  

Three day-long sessions involved over 100 participants: farmers, food processors, retail-

ers, environmentalists, restauranteurs, tourism operators, farmer’s market shoppers and 

people who eat.  The Area Farm Plan Steering Committee also held focus groups with 

farmers and countless conversations “over the fence” and in the store.

The Area Farm Plan is available on-line at  

http://www.bitsandbytes.ca/resources/SSI_FarmPlan_Booklet_Jan08.pdf

COG/ING

    
Plan to Farm

           An Area Farm Plan

            for Salt Spring IslandJanuary, 2008
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Overview

Municipal governments have important policy and planning tools that will either support or 

counter the ability to preserve and enhance food producing lands and promote their accessibil-

ity to farmers. Municipal governments can ensure guiding principles in their Official Community 

Plans, Local Area Plans, and Neighbourhood Plans support land protection and farm viabil-

ity. Municipalities can look at and utilize specific land use policies, zoning and bylaws – these 

include the use of urban containment boundaries, agricultural zoning, edge planning, develop-

ment permits outlining setbacks, and building footprints.

Agricultural Advisory Committees and/or Food Policy Councils can provide municipalities with 

expertise to support planning and decision making and develop Agricultural Area Plans. 

Regional Agrologists, local universities and food and farm organizations can provide valuable 

information and statistics on agriculture. Municipalities can work with these groups or individu-

als to employ tools such as Agriculture Geographic Information System (GIS) analysis, and Land 

Use Inventories (LUI). These tools can help local governments better understand and agriculture 

production needs and capacities, manage water and drainage issues, map land uses & changes 

over time, and support economic development and emergency preparedness planning. 

Rural	Plan,	Urban	Plan

Both the urban municipality of Langford and rural Central 

Saanich are using OCPs to implement policies preserving 

agricultural land, increasing access to local food and sup-

porting a vibrant local food system. Examples of progres-

sive policies and bylaws include:

Leverage funds from new developments on a per • 

unit basis to generate funds to acquire new lands for 

community gardens and supportive infrastructure. 

(Langford Bylaw 1200)

Incorporate within new design guidelines for neigh-• 

bourhoods and/or buildings support for urban agri-

culture. (Langford Bylaw 1200)

Perform a cost-benefit analysis on the institution of • 

farm tax exemption policies as a means to establish 

local farms. (Langford Bylaw 1200)

Applications for exclusion of lands from the Agri-• 

cultural Land Reserve will not be supported by the 

District. (Central Saanich Bylaw 1600)

Further subdivision of agricultural lands is not sup-• 

ported…Over 50% of the farms in Central Saanich are 

under 4 hectares, and while the District endeavors to 

protect larger lot sizes, it fully recognizes the contri-

bution and viability of all sizes of farms in its jurisdic-

tion. (Central Saanich Bylaw 1600)

Strategies	and	Actions	for	Policy	Makers:	Municipal	Governments
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In the CRD and around the world public lands are being opened up and purchased for food pro-

duction. Increasingly, municipalities are taking a close look at what the future holds for our food 

supply. The increasing cost of fossil fuels will inevitably cause significant increases in the price of 

food and potential disruptions in supply. It is fiscally and environmentally prudent to reinforce 

our capacity to grow food close to home. 

Municipalities are exploring creative ways to finance and purchase lands that can be leased to 

farmers or used as education and training facilities.  The Mu-

nicipality of Saanich is leading the region in the purchase of 

farmland and Langford has developed an amenities levy on new 

developments that will be designated for the purchase of land 

for growing food. 

The following are some examples of municipal initiatives in the 

CRD: 

Supportive bylaws – Langford and Central Saanich• 

Municipal land ownership for farming – Saanich• 

Agricultural planning and adoption of a Food Charter – • 

North Saanich

Official Community Plan – Central Saanich • 

These examples, other tools and strategies and links to addition-

al resources can be found in the summary charts section at the 

back of this booklet.

Strategies	and	Actions	for	Policy	Makers:	Municipal	Governments	cont.
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Municipality	of	North	Saanich	

North Saanich recently adopted a Food Charter and initiated the development of an Agricultural 

Area Plan. The North Saanich Food Charter supports “protection of its agricultural land base.”

Municipality	of	Central	Saanich	

Central Saanich formed a ‘Farmland Economic Viability Review Committee’ to guide the devel-

opment of their Official Community Plan. The Committee wrote a final report with  

accompanying recommendations which complemented the Central Saanich Agriculture Tool Kit 

prepared by TLC. 

The report addressed major factors affecting the economic viability of farm operations in Central 

Saanich, including the escalating cost of farmland in the CRD. 

The Committee endorsed a number of measures including:

the exploration of alternative land ownership and long term tenure models• 

the possibility of establishing a regional/municipal land trust • 

farmland acquisition models – municipal purchase, private land partnerships, conservation • 

groups, donated land

municipal tax incentives• 

zoning amendments• 

restricting the size and location of residences on agricultural lands• 

Among the recommendations adopted into the OCP were: 

Applications for exclusion of lands from the Agricultural Land Reserve will not be supported • 

by the District

A recommendation to create an Agricultural Area Plan.• 

The above map demonstrates how the municipality of North 

Saanich has defined an “agricultural area” within its borders, 

and utilizes edge planning principles around this area.
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City	of	Victoria

In 2007, the City of Victoria instituted an Urban Agriculture Resolution stating “The City of Vic-

toria supports in principle the concept of urban agriculture as a valuable community resource 

and will work to collaborate with the community, neighboring municipalities and Capital Region 

District to support and encourage Urban Agriculture where possible.”   The City also has a Com-

munity Gardening Policy and recently made changes to zoning bylaws to allow commercial food 

production in residential zones.

District	of	Saanich

The District of Saanich has a Community Garden policy. As well, Saanich purchased land 

to make land available for farming while also serving as a teaching 

and learning site for organic agriculture. To do this, 

Saanich created a Rural Demon-

stration Farm Zone, the 

first of its kind in Canada 

(see sidebar). 

Case	Study:		Public	Lands	for	Farm	
Protection	-	District	of	Saanich	and	
Haliburton	Community	Organic	
Farm	

Haliburton Community Organic Farm is a 7-acre farm 

which was saved from development by a group of citizens 

and the District of Saanich who purchased the land. The 

Farm was re-zoned to a Rural Demonstration Farm Zone, 

the first of its kind in Canada. It is owned by Saanich and 

leased to the Haliburton Community Organic Farm Soci-

ety. The Society:

Operates a teaching and learning garden• 

Leases one-acre parcels of land to three farmers who • 

grow produce to sell at the farm stand and at farm-

ers’ markets

Offers a farming apprenticeship/mentorship program• 

Offers workshops and facilities to professional grow-• 

ers and the community

Teaches growing skills at weekly community work • 

parties

Operates a Community Supported Agriculture Pro-• 

gram (CSA) connecting farmers and community mem-

bers. CSA members purchase a share in the harvest 

and can contribute to the decision of what is to be 

grown and to the production of the food.

Strategies	and	Actions	for	Policy	Makers:	Municipal	Governments	cont.
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Recommendations:	Key	actions	Municipal	policy	makers	can	take	to	protect	
Farmland	and	enhance	food	production

Develop a Food Charter and integrate food and agriculture planning into OCPs »

Develop	an	inventory	of	agricultural	land	(present	and	potential)	and	associated	assets.	 »
Include	urban	agriculture	potential

Establish	Agricultural	Advisory	Committees	and	develop	Agricultural	Area	Plans »

Review	current	bylaws	to	assess	impacts	on	the	protection	of	farmland	and	access	to	land	 »
for	food	production

Bring	stability	to	present	agricultural	lands:	maintain	Urban	Containment	Boundaries,	 »
refuse	all	exclusions	to	the	ALR,	establish	Development	Permit	Areas	&	minimum	lot	sizes,	
become	involved	in	the	RGS	review

Minimize	impacts	of	the	“edges”	between	rural	agricultural	land	and	urban	residential	 »
areas	with	edge	planning

Minimize	non-farm	uses,	but	allow	forms	of	on-farm	processing	and	value-added	activities,	 »
as	well	as	additional	dwellings	for	farm	partners	and	labour

Provide	zoning	and	land	for	farmers’	markets,	community	gardens	and	community	farms	 »

Require	new	developments	to	donate	land	for	agriculture	&/or	pay	an	agricultural	amenity	fee »

Lease	available	municipal	lands	for	agriculture/urban	food	production;	develop	or	support	 »
municipal land trusts

Support	local	farmers	with	local	procurement	policies »

Provide	support	for	community	organizations	and	partner	in	initiatives	that	promote	edu- »
cation	and	action	that	encourages	local	food	production	and	distribution

Support	the	establishment	of	a	Regional	Food	Policy	Council	‘housed’	within	the	CRD »



28              Our Farmlands Our Foodlands Findings Report: A Call to Action 

Land	ownership

Not surprisingly, land and infrastructure costs are a farmer’s biggest investment. Although the 

cost of lands on southern Vancouver Island are putting land out of the reach for many start-up 

or expanding farm operations, many reasons make land ownership attractive:

Farm living/lifestyle• 

Freedom of choice for operations • 

Ability to create long term business/stewardship strategies• 

Security of investment in irrigation, greenhouses or other farm infrastructure, and buildings• 

Proximity to operations and livestock• 

Most new farmers have few capital assets to guarantee loans for buying land. The Vancouver	Is-

land	Good	Food	Initiative led by Edible	Strategies is currently researching and bringing financial 

institutions together to look at credit issues and solutions on Vancouver Island. They found that 

most banks and credit unions report they no longer employ agricultural specialists, have little 

awareness of the emerging local/ecological food economy, and are wary of lending to farmers.  

Some owners at the Our Farmlands Our Foodlands Conference reported making mortgage pay-

ments more affordable by:

Leasing portions of their land or buildings• 

Joint purchase• 

Diversification of farm income• 

Accessing  taxation benefits• 

Feds	expand	focus	to	make	credit	
more	accessible	to	new	farmers	and	
co-ops

The Federal government recently legislated that it will 

guarantee an estimated $1 billion in loans over the next 

five years.  Most of the money will go to farmers and 

co-operatives that were previously ineligible. The funds 

will expand the scope and criteria of the Farmer Improve-

ment and Marketing Co-operative Loans Act, so that new 

farmers, previously excluded from the program, will now 

be eligible. It will allow more agricultural co-ops to apply 

for loans and provide support to help young farmers take 

over the family farm.

Strategies	and	Tools	for	Land	Access
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Succession

Most of our farmers are nearing retirement age, and while older farmers may own their prop-

erty, they are now faced with issues of succession – how to pass on the property and their 

farm business, see a return on their investment that allows them a comfortable retirement and 

ensure the land remains farmed. There are a considerable amount of Farm succession planning 

resources now available as this has become a real topic of interest and need.  

Shifting	a	Farm	Business	to	a	 
Cooperative:		One	Strategy	for	 
Succession	Planning

Although Mary Alice Johnson doesn’t plan to retire for 

another decade she knows the value of planning ahead.  

When she looked towards retirement, she didn’t want to 

merely “sell off her farm.”  A long time farmer and men-

tor in the organic community, it was difficult for Mary 

Alice to think that all those years of work to build a farm 

that was now so productive, could potentially be lost, or 

sit idle. Instead, Mary Alice began to look at a strategy 

to develop a farm cooperative of her young farm ap-

prentices and support them to develop enough capital 

to purchase the farm from her.  It will take some time to 

transition the farm to this new co-op model but, in the 

end, Mary Alice will be able to retire and know that her 

farm is in good hands.
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As land prices soar, the attractiveness of leasing and land sharing is on the rise. Although there 

are barriers and challenges to leasing and sharing land, land sharing arrangements hold tangible 

benefits both to farmers who want lands to farm and to landowners who lease and share their 

lands.  

Challenges:

Conflicts due to clarity of rights and responsibilities• 

Security of tenure• 

Length of tenure • 

Compatibility of parties• 

Barriers to investing in infrastructure (tenure and credit)• 

Benefits:

Affordable access to land for farmers• 

Unused/under utilized land into food production• 

Taxation benefits for landowners• 

Sharing of tools and resources• 

Community	Farms	Program

Since February 2007, The Land Conservancy of BC (TLC) 

and Farm Folk City Folk (FFCF) have worked together to 

promote the Community Farms Program (CFP). 

The CFP envisions multiple farm businesses operating col-

laboratively on land held “in trust” by a society or coop-

erative, in which farm businesses have long-term tenure 

by lease, and have the possibility to build equity in their 

business. The Community Farm model promotes efficient 

and “human-scaled agriculture” in a multi-functional 

landscape. The primary focus of a Community Farm is  

local food production using sustainable agricultural prac-

tices. The community farm is connected to their commu-

nity and this support facilitates the long-term develop-

ment of a sustainable food system.

The goal of the Community Farms Program is to actively 

secure farmland for present and future food production by:

Facilitating farmland securement for local food production• 

Helping new farmers access affordable land• 

Providing an information hub of farm-related gov-• 

ernance models, best practices, management tools, 

and training

Assisting a network of farmers, landowners, local • 

communities, and resources to support community 

farm development in BC1

Strategies	and	Tools	for	Land	Access:	Challenges	and	Benefits	of	Leasing	and	Sharing	Land

1Whittman, H: Community Farms in BC: Building Local Food Systems 

for Sustainable Communities (TLC; FFCF, SFU, 3/31/2009)
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Currently, only 1.9% of farm land in the CRD is being leased (as opposed to 3.3% provincially). 

But leasing can be a highly successful way of getting farmers on the land.1

A leasing agreement enables farmers to rent land from a landowner for the purpose of farming. 

Leases can be held by private or public landowners, land cooperatives, non-profit societies or 

land trusts. Security of tenure is of primary concern for farmers leasing land. Private lease ar-

rangements may be perceived as less stable than those made through an organization or trust. 

Various types of leases have been used in small farm operations, with or without exchange of 

money and with or without crop-sharing. Successful lease agreements range from handshakes 

to detailed 27-page documents. Common features of effective leases include a high level of trust 

and communication, knowledgeable participants and agreements that specifically address the 

security of tenure with longer lease terms, lease registration with land titles and clear documen-

tation.

Northbrook	Farm:	A	win-win	 
leasing	arrangement

Northbrook Farm is situated in the ALR in Central Saan-

ich. Brian & Jane Stretch purchased the property over 25 

years ago.  A desire to see the property used for agricul-

ture and to support young farmers inspired them to offer 

co-ownership of the property to their niece, Heather 

Stretch. Heather opened the farm to seven other farm 

businesses who lease portions of the farm.

Leasing arrangements are flexible and allow farmers af-

fordable access to the land, a sense of community, shared 

labour and support.  There is also on-farm housing.

 

Last year two farm apprentices grossed over $65,000 on 

their acre.  With little input costs, this made their enter-

prise more than viable.  

The rent is just a small portion of the return, say both 

Heather and Brian. “The biggest benefit to all of us is the 

ability to work in community, to learn and to get inspira-

tion and energy from each other,” 

Strategies	and	Tools	for	Land	Access:	Land	Leasing

1http://www.elc.uvic.ca
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Many types of land-sharing relationships exist in rural and urban areas throughout BC. Most 

land sharing arrangements are fairly informal and may involve from one to 10 farmers sharing 

the same piece of land. People may work together, distribute the harvest among themselves 

and market the rest. In some cases tenants lease their own area to farm; and other agreements 

rely upon a combination of approaches. 

Databases such as Lifecycles’ Sharing Backyards Program give urban dwellers who want to grow 

food but don’t have access to a garden a way to connect with property owners who have garden 

space they are willing to share.

A similar type of data base is lacking for larger, commercial food production operations.  But 

the overwhelming demand for local food, the lack of access, and the increase in the number of 

people interested in farming is prompting more and more requests to local organizations from 

people looking for land to farm or to find farmers for their land. These groups are using list-

serves, newsletters, their networks, and word of mouth to make these links, but there is a need 

to create a centralized data base to build our land sharing capacity.

Recent revisions to bylaws in municipalities such as Oak Bay and Victoria encourage home own-

ers and market gardeners to utilize urban lots to grow food. Small Plot Intensive (SPIN) Farming 

utilizes multiple small lots provided by homeowners to a farmer, enabling the grower to earn a 

viable living without large investment of capital.

Tax	breaks	can	motivate	owners	to	
share	land

Land may qualify as a farm in two ways:

The owner may farm the property and meet the 1. 

requirements outlined in B.C. Regulation 411/95 

(Standards for the Classification of Land as a Farm) 

of the Assessment Act.

The owner may lease all or part of the property to a 2. 

farmer for the purposes of primary agricultural pro-

duction. In this case, the leased land may be eligible 

for farm classification. 

In order to maintain farm classification and its associated 

tax benefits landowners must maintain a level of farm 

production and income depending on the size of their 

lands. Properties:

less than 2 acres must produce $10,000 annually• 

between 2-10 acres must produce $2500 annually• 

over 10 acres must produce $2500 plus an additional • 

percentage related to their lot size)

Currently the BC Assessment Authority is conducting a 

review of these policies. http://www.bcassessment.ca/

pdf/publications/fact_sheets/FS13_Classifying_Land_

Leased_Farmers.pdf

Strategies	and	Tools	for	Land	Access:	Land	Sharing



Our Farmlands Our Foodlands Findings Report: A Call to Action       33

“By asking local communities to invest financially in their food system, farmland can be se-

cured for future production needs, with accompanying social, economic, environmental, and 

agricultural benefits.”1  

Governments and communities worldwide are looking at the public purchase of land to ensure 

they have food production capacity in the future. There are many different approaches. Public 

lands may be held by governments and designated by zoning or protected by the use of tools 

such as covenants that protect the land as farmlands. Alternatively, a non-profit organization or 

land trust (such as The Land Conservancy, The Ontario Land Trust, or the American FarmLand 

Trust) will hold the farmland in trust. These types of arrangements can make lands accessible by 

leasing or sharing them with farmers or community organizations that support getting farmers 

on the land.

How do Land Trusts conserve farmland?

Purchasing lands • 

Encouraging and accepting  donated lands or bequests• 

Life estates• 

Leasing lands• 

Conservation covenants • 

Passing lands onto other agencies to own and/or manage • 

Stewardship agreements such as TLC’s Conservation Partners Program• 

Providing education to landowners and the public  • 

 Evaluating land to determine conservation, agricultural or  community priorities• 

 Developing and implementing  community projects• 

 Discuss and implement land protection priorities with government• 

 Engaging volunteers• 

 Raising funds through membership,  donations, grants and leasing fees• 

TLC has a role as a Farmland trust and owns or governs these farms: Lohbrunner Farm, Keating 

Community Farm and Horse Lake Community Farm.  A mandate of TLC is to “protect farmland 

for farming”. As a farmland trust, TLC helps to protect farmland in perpetuity, facilitate afford-

able access to the land for farmers, build local food systems, and protect the ecological integrity 

of the land.  

Existing	Tool:	Farm	Access	 
Agreements

Farm Access Agreements between landowners and farm-

ers are useful ways to outline a broad range of rights 

and responsibilities between the parties involved (such 

as road access, production methods, access to water, li-

ability, shared buildings, visitors, etc.) Currently The Land 

Conservancy (TLC) is developing templates for Farm Ac-

cess Agreements. http://www.conservancy.bc.ca

Proposed	Tool:		Linking	Land	 
Data	Base

Developed in 1994 by the organic growing community, 

the Linking Land and Future Farmers Program (LLAFF) 

provided a data base where landowners could list land 

available for farming and farmers wishing to access land 

could register. The program helped make links, broker 

relationships, and provided templates for lease agree-

ments. This database no longer exists. Currently CRFAIR, 

LifeCycles, TLC, and organic growers are fielding requests 

from landowners looking for people to farm their lands 

and from young folks wishing to farm. There is a resur-

gence of interest in resurrecting this type of database as 

a tool to get people on the land and into production.

1Whittman, Hannah Community Farms in BC: Building Local 

Food Systems for Sustainable Communities (TLC; FFCF, SFU, 

March 31, 2009)
2Ibid

Strategies	and	Tools	for	Land	Access:	Public	Purchase	of	Lands	and	Farmland	Trusts
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Haliburton Community Organic Farm society (see box on page 26) is an example of a municipal-

ity owning the land and leasing it to multiple farmers.

Advantages of farmland trusts for farmers and landowners include:

Security in long-term leases• 

Flexibility depending upon needs and specific situation• 

Makes farmland affordable• 

Encourage “whole farm” planning• 

Farmers on trust land can build equity in their business• 

Encourage community support and involvement• 

Encourage both ecological stewardship and economic success• 

Land is protected from speculation and development • 

Agricultural and conservation covenants may reduce property taxes.• 

Strategies	for	Successful	Farmland	Trusts

Once a land trust purchases farmland and places a covenant on it to secure it in perpetuity, 

speculative land prices can be removed as a barrier to sustainable farming. Farmers can lease 

land at affordable agricultural prices and long-term, flexible tenures for sustainable use. 

Larry Bomford;  

Chair, Keating Farm Community Co-op

Collaboration is key to successful development and operation• 

Commitment, collaboration and support from provincial government, Agricultural Land • 

Commission and land trust groups

Broad-based fundraising and acceptance by financial institutions. • 

Wide community support and involvement reinforce the message that farmland trusts are a • 

valued part of community agriculture

Must be a local government priority, supported in Official Community Plans and in planning • 

priorities.

Lohbrunner	Farm

Norma Lohbrunner has lived on a 40-acre farm in Lang-

ford since 1945. She and her husband, Joseph grew a 

wide variety of produce, beef cattle and hay on the land. 

After Joseph passed away, Norma wanted to uphold his 

wish that the land be preserved and protected from the 

rampant development in the region. In 2007, Norma 

donated the farm to The Land Conservancy of BC using a 

legal agreement called a ‘life estate’ enabling Norma to 

live in her home for the rest of her life while TLC assumes 

the title and responsibility for protecting and managing 

the land in perpetuity. 

Organic farmers Ian King and Christina Michalenko lease 

a 12-acre section of the land from TLC. They run Backyard 

Fresh Farming, a company that grows vegetables at Lohb-

runner and in residential backyards. “The land is starting 

to come alive,” says Norma. “What I like most is having 

the boys around. The three of them are just wonderful. 

You couldn’t ask for nicer young men.”

“The lease arrangement allows us to feel secure on the 

land and to be able to make a long-term investment in 

it,” 

Farmer Ian King

Strategies	and	Tools	for	Land	Access:	Public	Purchase	of	Lands	and	Farmland	Trusts	cont.
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Recommendations:	Strategies	and	Tools	for	Land	Access

There	are	many	ways	farmers	can	access	land	in	the	CRD.		While	pur-
chase	or	inheritance	is	still	the	most	common	method,	the	escalating	
cost	of	land	is	making	it	increasingly	difficult	for	most	farmers	to	pur-
chase	land	outright.	This	reality	has	inspired	many	creative	solutions,	
such	as	finance	and	credit	strategies,	joint	purchasing,	public	purchase	
of land, and a plethora of leasing and land sharing arrangements:

Credit	and	finance	options	to	enable	farmers	to	own	land »

Facilitation	and	support	for	secure,	long-term	leases	(through	land	 »
access	agreements,	tax	incentives,	and	land	linking	databases)

Placement	of	land	‘in	the	hands’	of	a	Land	Trust	to	ensure	farm- »
land	protection,	local	food	production	and	farming	done	with	a	
conservation	ethic

Encourage	donation	of	farmland	to	Land	Trusts »

Creation	of	housing	options	on	farmland	to	allow	for	multiple	 »
farm	businesses	and	support	housing	farm	labour	on	single	par-
cels.

Encourage	“estate”	farmers	to	lease	lands	through	tax	incen- »
tives,	bylaws,	and	social	pressure.

Rezone,	classify	or	put	covenants	on	lands	for	food	growing	 »
(see	policy	instruments).
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”The more the public is aware of the importance of agriculture to their own economic, physi-

cal and mental health, the more understanding there will be of the needs of local farmers.” 

BC Agriculture Plan1

Decisions about food are visceral, emotional and practical. They are controlled by many factors, 

from convenience and cost to culture and comfort. And of course, taste and pleasure are criti-

cal, if often overlooked, influences. The choices we make as eaters shape what happens on and 

to the land. Beyond this, to protect and expand local food production, farmers and consumers 

must join forces to exert political will and promote policies that support farmland and food-

lands. 

The Farmlands Project found that education initiatives must focus on:

The importance of local food production and its relationship to the region’s • 

economic, environment and health

The diminishing land base and need for protection.• 

Supporting the farmer; protecting the land is • 

useless without farmers

Ensuring children and youth know where their • 

food comes from; developing a connection to 

it, and nurturing an interest in farming. 

Initiatives must go beyond inspiring people to “buy 

local.” Consumers need to understand why buying local 

is important to their health, the health of their children 

and the economic, social and environmental health of our 

region. Education must inspire and empower consumers to 

advocate for the changes necessary to support local food and 

to “vote with their forks.” 

The	Island	Chefs’	Collaborative: 
Taste-full	education

In 1999, a small group of like-minded Vancouver Island 

chefs, concerned about the future of local, independent 

farmers, came together to form the Island Chefs’ Collab-

orative (ICC).  Their vision for the Island was a sustainable 

food and agricultural system and their mission was to 

support local farmers in achieving it. Annual chef / farmer 

meetings helped develop relationships; farmers were 

often surprised by what chefs wanted to cook with and 

chefs on farm visits were amazed at what was available.

The ICC is helping create an environment where indepen-

dent local food producers can prosper by:

Actively purchasing from local suppliers.• 

Assisting producers with money raised through ICC • 

events.

Bringing chefs and farmers together as partners.• 

Increasing consumer awareness of locally produced • 

foods by featuring them on menus and actively pro-

moting them in ICC businesses.

1http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/Agriculture_Plan/Agriculture_Plan.pdf

Education	and	Awareness	to	build	political	will	and	support	farmers
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Education must make the issues real by connecting consumers with farmers, getting people out 

on farmland, introducing them to the taste of local fresh produce, encouraging adults to grow 

food with children, and involving programs targeted at youth. 

Public awareness initiatives already happening in the CRD include:

on-farm education and agri-tourism;• 

public forums, events, and media campaigns supporting farmlands; • 

school programs, gardens, culinary arts, and trips to farms• 

Community and continuing education programs on issues such as land stewardship, food • 

security, growing and preserving food, advocacy and personal & community capacity devel-

opment.

It is essential to build political will for the actions that need to be taken by governments and 

authorities, but this will require citizens to advocate for these actions.  Citizens can make a dif-

ference by:

Talking to local representatives and making them more aware of issues around farmland • 

and farming

Asking representatives to move • 

forward important policies and 

provide funding 

Ensuring that people who un-• 

derstand and support agricul-

ture are working and visible in 

all levels of government; this 

means becoming active at elec-

tion time. (http://www.bcfood-

democracy.ca has information 

about elections and putting 

food issues on the radar).

Madrona	Farm:		 
The	Chef	Survival	Challenge

Madrona Farm is located in the Blenkinsop Valley in Saan-

ich. The Farm produces over 125,000 pounds of produce 

for the surrounding community during the year.  The 

owners want to sell the property to The Land Conservancy 

because TLC is mandated to “protect farmland for farm-

ing”, and the family wishes to see Madrona producing food 

today and into the future. TLC is the only land trust in BC 

protecting farmland for the purpose of food production. 

TLC has engaged in a broad, visible campaign to raise the 

funds to purchase of the farm.  Using local press – both 

print and television – and a wide range of events, it has 

raised awareness around about the Farm and about 

farmland issues in general. 

The Island Chefs’ Collaborative (ICC) participated in the 

Island Chef’s Survival Challenge, an event that brought 

local chefs together with the public in a fun competi-

tion where they harvested and cooked a meal from the 

farm.  The event brought people on to the farm where 

they could experience its beauty and see the diversity 

of crops grown there. Participants were able to gain a 

better understanding of farmland issues and support the 

campaign , while also enjoying fresh, beautifully prepared 

local food.
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The	Land	Conservancy’s	Conserva-
tion	Holidays:	Learning	on	the	Farm

TLC’s Farm Holidays combine agricultural and conser-

vation work, agro-ecological education and fun. Farm 

Holidays allow people to experience BC’s farmland in an 

authentic, engaging, and intimate way.  Hands-on activity 

is integrated with learning about the farmer’s philoso-

phy, environmental stewardship and farming practices. 

Through personal contact with farmland, the people 

growing our food and like-minded individuals, partici-

pants learn and are empowered by the local food sys-

tem.  After harvesting food for dinner, they cook and eat 

together, experiencing the full circle from field to plate 

and the pleasure of truly fresh local food. Farm holidays 

provide an integrated and experiential ap-

proach that inspires, 

educates and 

connects people to 

each other and to 

our local food. 

WestShore	Centre	for	Learning:		
Connecting	children	to	food	 
growing

The WestShore Teaching Garden is a place where school 

age youth and adult community members of all ages can 

learn sustainable gardening practices through hands-on 

lessons and projects throughout the year. Integrated 

learning opportunities and interests include organic 

gardening, landscape design, carpentry, media arts and 

fine arts. By involving various WestShore community 

organizations and businesses committed to sustainabil-

ity, the Teaching Garden will become a venue to educate 

and involve both the local community and our youth in 

sustainable practices.
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Recommendations:	Critical	Advocacy	Points	for 
Education	and	Awareness	to	build	political	will	and	sup-
port	farmers

Funding:	At	a	minimum,	BC	Ministry	of	Agriculture	funding	should	 »
be	increased	from	a	current	level	of	four	percent	to	the	national	
average	of	14	per	cent	of	agricultural	GDP

Support	for	preservation	and	enhancement	of	agricultural	land:	 »
Requires	citizen	activism	when	exclusion	applications	come	for-
ward	and	advocacy	in	support	of	land	acquisition	in	order	to	meet	
food security needs over the long term

Farm	assessment	policy:		Ensure	taxation	policies	encourage	farm- »
ing	and	sustainable	land	management	and	reflect	current	diversi-
fied	agricultural	practices

School	Curriculum:	Need	to	actively	connect	chil- »
dren	with	food	and	farms.	Curriculum	should	teach	
and	encourage	both	the	growing	and	preparing	of	
healthy local food 
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A thriving local food economy depends upon a stable and productive arable land base. Through-

out this report we have pointed to the importance of ensuring that we have “farmlands” that 

are productive and accessible to farmers today and into the future. Although farmlands are the 

mainstay of our food supply, it is also paramount that we look at our region more broadly in 

terms of our “foodlands”. These foodlands include growing food in urban areas or “urban agri-

culture”, hunting and foraging, and harvesting the bounty of our ocean, shorelines, rivers and 

lakes. Respecting traditional knowledge and food sources is also another piece of this picture 

and requires building understanding, relationships and collaboration.

In addition we cannot forget the promise of a growing rich culinary culture, with the develop-

ment of local cheeses, wines, honeys and other unique, delicious and successful products that 

are part of our regional food basket. It is essential that as we grow and change we ensure the 

continued stewardship, vitality and potential of all of our “foodlands” for producing food for the 

region over the long term. 

As we continue to tackle 

farmland issues in the CRD, 

foodlands must also be 

addressed in policy and 

planning initiatives, and 

education and awareness 

strategies.

The	Seaweed	Lady

Diane Bernard started Outer Coast Seaweeds with an 

intention to change the image of seaweed. She began 

working with chefs on Vancouver Island to create adven-

turesome recipes where fresh wild seaweeds are fea-

tured on the best dining-room menus in British Columbia 

and across Canada. In addition to working with artistic 

chefs, she now manufactures high quality certified or-

ganic seaweed products for the spa industry.

 

Diane hand harvests seaweeds with a responsibility for 

the protection of coastal environments and contributes 

to the quality of life of coastal communities. Each year, 

between May and September, she organizes Wild Sea-

weed Tours by offering the experience of the “garden” 

and education to enthusiasts around the world. 

Diane is a passionate environmentalist and is committed 

to keeping her seaweeds, her products and her coastline 

clean, organic, and protected.

Foodlands	vs.farmlands
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Donald	Street	Farms:	 
An	Urban	SPIN	on	Farming

Farmer/entrepreneurs in the CRD are turning their 

focus toward Small Plot Intensive Farming (SPIN), 

a system developed in Saskatoon but having global 

influence on urban agriculture. Recently, Oak Bay 

and Victoria amended their bylaws to allow for 

urban agriculture. 

Using yards offered by homeowners, Donald Street 

Farms has stitched together seven  small plots into 

a total area of less than an acre and is developing 

the land into an intensive, productive micro-farm. 

The farm provides an income for the farmer, a 

sense of pride and some produce for the land-

owners who turn over their lots for cultivation, and 

a direct connection between residents, food, their 

environment and their neighbours. 

Some SPIN principles: A “sub-acre” land base 

purchased or accessed and farmed at no cost to the 

farmer; minimal infrastructure requiring little finan-

cial start-up costs; reliance mainly on hand labour 

rather than heavy expensive machinery; utilization 

of  existing city water sources for irrigation needs; 

minimal operating overhead; being situated close 

to markets saves time and money
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The need for food is a common thread that binds each of us to the other. A strong local food 

system has far reaching impacts – on our physical health, the well-being of our communities, 

our economic stability, our food security, our environmental health and beyond. 

But our food lands are threatened.  Our farmers are struggling.

So	what	are	we	to	do?

Through the Farmlands Project and the voices at the Our Farmlands Our Foodlands Conference 

we heard and saw the huge interest, creativity and drive to make agriculture a priority in the 

region. Participants shared a wide range of existing and proposed strategies and tools that will 

make a difference in building a stronger local food system anchored by our local farms.

This toolkit encapsulates what we learned as a group of organizations and individuals committed 

to this goal.  The following section contains Summary Charts that recap the information con-

tained in this report and supply links to case studies and resources.  

Food and agriculture must become a priority for both governments and individuals. We are in 

a time of unprecedented interest in local food.  We must capitalize on this focus and momen-

tum and we must sustain it.  We need to continue to listen to the concerns of and ideas from 

our food and farm community.  We must focus our efforts on preserving valuable agricultural 

land, not merely paying lip-service to land use issues.  Food is a non-partisan issue; we all need 

access to healthy, safe, fresh food. We need to support farmers to grow this food for us and 

restore farming to a respected, economically viable, career choice – one that is essential to the 

well-being of the community. And if we are to be successful in implementing these changes, the 

entire community must get involved. This report contains the collected wisdom of many in our 

community. These	are	their	words;	it	is	now	time	for	action!

Global	Context:		Who	has	been	most	
successful	in	retaining	farmland?

A study focused on the Netherlands, Sweden, France, 

the United Kingdom, four provinces in Canada, three 

US states, and Japan, found that the Netherlands and 

Sweden are the most successful in protecting agricultural 

land. They do so through a central government stipula-

tion requiring comprehensive land use planning by local 

governments, which is then implemented through

A system of strict land use regulation (zoning) • 

Public purchase of agricultural land that is threat-• 

ened with conversion, where the landowner is 

required to sell to the government 

A purchase price for agricultural land that reflects its • 

value as food production land, not as housing or non-

agricultural business.

International Dimension of Farmland Protection: Harvey 

M. Jacobs 1999

The	Future	of	Foodlands	in	the	CRD:		Where	do	we	go	from	here?
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I)	Provincial	Initiatives	and	
Tools

Description Who	is	doing	this?	Resources,	Tools	&	Links

Ministry	of	Agriculture	and	
Lands

A number of provincial programs regarding land preservation  
housed with the Ministry of Agriculture are outlined below.

http://www.gov.bc.ca/al 

1.	BC	Agriculture	Plan:	 
Growing	A	Healthy	Future	for	
BC	Families

A long-term plan for the future of agriculture in B.C. provides “vision 
and direction for farm families while playing an important role in 
reducing the greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate 
change.” The heart of the plan is B.C.’s agriculture vision: “Continued 
development and growth of an economically viable and resilient agri-
culture and food sector which contributes significantly to:

the health of British Columbians; • 
climate change mitigation; • 
environmental sustainability; and • 
a growing B.C. economy”• 

Outlines 23 strategies that create a roadmap to sustain and facilitate 
the growth and diversification of the industry while increasing public 
awareness, understanding and support for the people who produce 
our food. These strategies are linked to five key themes:
1. Producing local food in a changing world 
2. Meeting environmental and climate challenges 
3. Building innovative and profitable family farm businesses 
4. Building First Nations agricultural capacity 
5. Bridging the urban/agriculture divide
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/Agriculture_Plan/Agriculture_Plan.pdf

2.	Legislation	 The Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act, the Agricultural 
Land Commission Act and portions of the Local Government Act and 
the Land Title Act and make up the legislation that governs farmland 
protection and use.

Strengthening Farming Program links
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/keylegisl.htm

Ministry of Agriculture and Lands Legislative Summaries  
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/ministry/legsum/legsum_index_mal.stm

The Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act http://www.agf.
gov.bc.ca/ministry/legsum/FPPR.stm

The Agricultural Land Commission Act http://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/Leg-
islation/Act/alca.htm

Local Government Act and Land Title Act
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/ministry/legsum/LAND.stm

Summary	Chart	A:	Programs,	Tools,	and	Strategies		for	Policy	and	Planning
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I)	Provincial	Initiatives	and	
Tools cont.

Description Who	is	doing	this?	Resources,	Tools	&	Links

3. Agricultural Land Reserve 
(ALR)

The ALR is a provincial land use designation or zone that applies to 
land with agricultural capabilities. Its purpose is to ensure that the 
province’s agricultural land base is preserved and available for farm 
uses for the long term. The ALR comprises less than five percent of 
the land base of BC. In the CRD, between 2001 and 2009 we have 
had a net loss of farmland through exclusions. The  ALR is not the 
sole guarantee of farmlands; exclusions both deteriorate the ALR and 
promote speculation that drives up the price of land.   

Although the ALR is a model world wide for farmland preservation, it 
has its flaws and limitations. Notably, while the ALR protects land, it 
does not protect the farmer. Many of the original supports to the ALR 
have been lost to budget cuts to the Ministry of Agriculture.

Report: State of the ALR http://www.smartgrowth.bc.ca/Portals/0/
Downloads/State_of_the_ALR_Report_final.pdf

SmartGrowth BC Citizens Guide to Protecting Farmland in BC 
http://66.51.172.116/Portals/0/Downloads/Citizens_Guide_2005.pdf

4. Strengthening Farmers 
Program
Programs and tools to support 
Municipalities and Regional 
Governments’ plan for agricul-
ture

Initiated in 1996, the program “promotes strong working relation-
ships between local and provincial governments and the farming 
community.”

It brings agriculture more fully into local government planning by:
Addressing urban – rural conflict• 
Encouraging policies and bylaws supportive of farming• 

The program provides resources, funding and support for local gov-
ernments to set up Agricultural Advisories and conduct Agricultural 
Plans.

Agri-Teams work on an “as needed” basis with local governments 
to blend the agricultural expertise housed within the Ministry with 
the planning expertise  of the Commission. Each municipality and 
regional district with land in the ALR can call upon their Agri-Team 
members to provide links with the farm community, assist with local 
agricultural awareness efforts, respond to questions about local ag-
riculture and assist with the development of agricultural area plans, 
farm bylaws, official community and bylaw updates

Strengthening Farming Program
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/index.htm

Information and support for the development of Agricultural Advi-
sories and Agricultural Area Plans – Agricultural Advisory Committee 
Info package. Planning for Agriculture
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/planag/index.html

Guides and Toolkits available:
Planning For Agriculture• 
AgFocus:  An Agricutlure GIS Overview• 
Ag Focus:  A Guide to Agriculture Land Inventories• 
Guide to Bylaw development in Farming Areas• 
Guide to Edge Planning• 
Planning Subdivisions near Agriculture • 
Agriculture and an Approving Officers Toolkit• 

Agriculture Statistics Information:
Agriculture in Brief and Agriculture Overviews  summarize agriculture 
in 52 municipalities and regional districts throughout BC (such as 
the total area farmed, farmland use, crops, livestock and total farm 
capital)
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II)	Local	Government	Initiatives	
and Tools

Description Who	is	doing	this?	Resources,	Tools	&	Links

1.	Regional	Government:		 
Regional	Growth	Strategy	

The Regional Growth Strategy manages growth and preservation of 
farmlands primarily through its establishment of an Urban Contain-
ment Boundary that encourages “compact” urban development and 
preserves rural character. While it contains a number of references to 
agriculture, it is not a regional plan. There is great opportunity to cre-
ate a more comprehensive plan for land protection, access and farm 
viability. 

Planning for Agriculture states that Regional Growth Strategies can 
provide policy directions that:

support the preservation of the regional agricultural land base; • 
provide for and support the farm use of these lands
defines the broad regional form of urban growth, including • 
transportation, communication policy, and urban growth bound-
aries.

Work required:
identifying prominent agricultural activities in the region, their • 
extent and location; 
determining the economic contribution of agriculture within the • 
region; 
identifying agriculture’s major infrastructure and servicing • 
needs; 
identifying the location and extent of the ALR; • 
determining the relationships among agricultural land use, the • 
current urban form and growth, and the regional transportation 
network

Other considerations:
existing municipal planning and policy• 
involvement of food and farm community, MAL and ALC • 
harmonization with Provincial policy (BC Land Use Charter, Agri-• 
cultural Land Commission Act) 
ensure urban containment boundaries and identify Agricultural • 
Planning Area (e.g. Saanich Peninsula and Metchosin)

See Planning for Agriculture
http://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/Publications/planning/Planning_for_Agri-
culture/index.htm

Current Regional Growth Strategy
http://www.crd.bc.ca/reports/regionalplanning_/generalreports_/
regionalgrowthstrate_/regionalgrowthstrate/Regional_Growth_Strat-
egy.pdf
to be reviewed in 2009/2010

Summary	Chart	A:	Programs,	Tools,	and	Strategies		for	Policy	and	Planning	cont.
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II)	Local	Government	Initiatives	
and Tools

Description Who	is	doing	this?	Resources,	Tools	&	Links

2.	Municipal	Government:		Of-
ficial	Community	Plans	(OCP’s)	
and	Sub	Area	Plans

A statement of values and objectives to guide land use planning and 
management.  Municipalities must have strong OCPs that address 
agricultural land and farm viability issues through both broad objec-
tive statements supportive of agriculture and more specific objec-
tives that incorporate Agricultural Planning Areas, Edge Planning, and 
development permit areas, for the protection of agriculture. Even 
mainly urban municipalities (e.g. Esquimalt, View Royal) can have 
policies that reflect a commitment to food growing and collaboration 
to support regional planning for food security. Local Area Plans cover 
small regions within an OCP (e.g. Saanich has a General Plan and 12 
Local Area Plans).

Models of OCPs include:
Districts of Central Saanich (overall OCP, protection of ALR)• 
Metchosin (protection of agricultural land, buffers, secondary • 
housing)
 Langford (food security and urban agriculture, new develop-• 
ments amenity fee put towards agriculture and land purchase)
North Saanich (edge planning, protection of agricultural land) • 

A great resource for a range of planning approaches is Deb Curran’s 
Protecting	the	Working	Landscape	of	Agriculture:		A	SmartGrowth	
Direction	for	Municipalities	in	British	Columbia,	2005
http://www.wcel.org/wcelpub/2005/14233.pdf

Examples of OCPs 
Central Saanich -Bylaw 1600 http://www.centralsaanich.ca/Assets/
Central+Saanich/Bylaws/OCP+Bylaw+1600.pdf

Metchosin-Bylaw 258-Part 3 http://www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/
ocp3agriculture.htm

City of Langford OCP-Bylaw 1200 http://www.cityoflangford.ca/
newsarticle.asp?TopicID=525

District of North Saanich Official Community Plan (2008). Pges 12-15.
http://www.saanich.ca/business/development/plan/pdfs/ocp%20
files/ocp_adopted_jul808.pdf 

3. Agricultural Advisory Com-
mittees	(AAC)

An Agricultural Advisory Committee provides a place for council or a re-
gional board to seek the advice of knowledgeable members of the farm 
community on any issue that might affect agriculture. Most AACs advise 
local governments on both day-to-day issues and broader initiatives.  
Many are established to create and advise on Agriculture Area Plans. 
There are 11 AACs on Vancouver Island and 4 AACs within the CRD area 
for Salt Spring Island Local Trust committee of Islands Trust, Districts of 
North Saanich and Methosin, and the Peninsula Agricultural Commission 
representing Saanich, Central Saanich, Sidney and North Saanich.

Strengthening Farming Program, Ministry of Agriculture and Lands 
AAC overview:  http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/Ag_Advise_
Comm/Ag_Advisory_Brochure.pdf
AAC Model Terms of Reference:  http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/
Ag_Advise_Comm/Model_Terms_of_Ref.pdf

Peninsula Agricultural Commission http://www.gov.saanich.bc.ca/mu-
nicipal/clerks/boards/pac.html or http://islandfarming.blogspot.com/

4. Agricultural Planning Areas 
and Agricultural Area Plans

An Agricultural Area Plan “focuses on a community's farm area to 
discover practical solutions to issues and identify opportunities to 
strengthen farming and ultimately to contribute to agriculture and 
the community's long-term sustainability.”  While some municipali-
ties establish a set of policies and specific bylaws, establishing an 
Agricultural Planning Area and undertaking an Agricultural Area 
Plan involves a more comprehensive approach to planning for food 
production.  Currently Agricultural Area Plans vary from solely looking 
at “farmlands” to establishing policies and planning around more 
diverse forms of food production (e.g. urban, wild-crafting, traditional 
food sources).

Strengthening Farming Program, Ministry of Agriculture
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/aap/index.htm
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II)	Local	Government	Initiatives	
and Tools cont.

Description Who	is	doing	this?	Resources,	Tools	&	Links

5.	Food	Policy	Council A Food Policy Council brings together people from diverse roles 
within and with connections to the food system (including farmers) 
to provide expertise, analysis and recommendations to governments.  
Currently, there is effort to establish a Food Policy Council for the CRD 
that could review the Regional Growth Strategy, propose model poli-
cies and bylaws around land and access for farming, and offer a range 
of strategies to support farm viability.

Examples of Food Policy Councils
Toronto http://www.toronto.ca/health/tfpc_index.htm

Vancouver http://vancouver.ca/commsvcs/socialplanning/initiatives/
foodpolicy/index.htm

6. Food Charter A Food Charter provides a vision and core values around food 
security.  It may include statements that relate to food and health, 
the economy, environment, and culture.  Principles outlined in Food 
Charters often state values around Farmland.

Both Central Saanich and North Saanich currently have adopted Food 
Charters.

PDF of Powerpoint presentation, Community Food Charters:  What 
are they and when to use them, Linda Geggie, 2008.
http://www.celebratevgh.ca/population/docs/VCH_FoodCharterPre-
sentation_PartB.pdf

CR-FAIR link to food charter http://www.communitycouncil.ca/pdf/
CR_Food_Charter_Final-2008-06-10.pdf

7.	Food	and	Health	Action	
Plans

In the CRD, the Capital Region Food and Agriculture Subcommittee 
and CR-FAIR developed the Capital Region Food and Health Action 
Plan which recognizes the  protection of agricultural land and the 
importance of local agriculture. 

Capital Region Food and Health Action Plan
http://www.communitycouncil.ca/pdf/Healthy_phase2_web.pdf

8.	Urban	Containment	 
Boundary

An Urban Containment Boundary (UCB) sets aside land to be pro-
tected from most forms of development. Usually an UCB will delin-
eate the edge of town and the beginning of rural areas. This can be 
an effective tool to protect farmland from development and possible 
speculation.  The District of Saanich established a UCB in 1964 which 
was later reinforced  to protect rural areas and encourage more 
dense development in the municipality. The municipality established 
a five-acre minimum rural parcel size. Saanich's UCB is entrenched in 
the Regional Growth Strategy and continues to foster strong urban 
and rural areas in the same municipality; it now totals 11,100 hect-
ares and 104,000 residents.

9. Edge Planning The greatest pressure on agricultural land is found in areas where 
urban land abuts agricultural land (“the urban shadow”). This is often 
the “hot spot” for exclusion applications, parcelization, and conflict.  
We must recognize these areas must be considered as “special,”-  
areas where planning can have very positive or negative impacts

Planning for Agriculture
http://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/Publications/planning/Planning_for_Agri-
culture/index.htm

Guide to Edge Planning 
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/publications/823100-2_
Guide_to_Edge_Planning.pdf
Example:  North Saanich

Summary	Chart	A:	Programs,	Tools,	and	Strategies		for	Policy	and	Planning	cont.
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II)	Local	Government	Initiatives	
and Tools cont.

Description Who	is	doing	this?	Resources,	Tools	&	Links

10.	Bylaws Municipal bylaws (regulations) cover a broad range of activities and 
land uses that affect agriculture. Bylaws that pertain to setback provi-
sions, lot coverage, restrictions on specific commodity types, develop-
ment cost charges, and definitions of agricultural use are of particular 
note for protecting farmland. 

Examples of some model bylaws:
The City of Langford has a new bylaw that sees rezoned or new • 
developments pay an amenity fee directed to support agricul-
tural initiatives and farmland purchase.
City of Victoria and Oak Bay both have bylaws that support ur-• 
ban food growing on lots zoned residential for both personal and 
commercial use.

Bylaw Development in Farming Areas
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/publist/800series/840000-1.pdf

Agricultural Lands in the City of Langford, Staff Report 2007

City of Victoria,Urban Agriculture and Zoning Bylaw Amendment 
Schedule D, Home Occupations  
http://www.victoria.ca/cityhall/pdfs/plnsrv_green_food_
cotw080923.pdfions (2008).

11.	Farm	Bylaws Farm bylaws provide a mechanism for enhancing land use compatibil-
ity and resolving issues relating to farming activity that are difficult to 
regulate with conventional bylaw provisions (such as set backs, type 
of farm/farm operation, site conditions, buffer requirements and the 
adjoining land uses). All farm bylaws must be approved by the Minis-
ter of Agriculture and Lands. To date, the Provincial government has 
enabled only the local governments of Abbotsford, Delta, Kelowna 
and Langley Township to have farm bylaws approved.

West Coast Environmental Law Resource on Farm Bylaws  
http://www.wcel.org/issues/urban/sbg/Part2/workinglands/farm_
bylaws.htm

12.	Zoning Zoning bylaws describe land uses and density restrictions in particular 
areas or “zones”.  Those generally supporting farmland protection:

involve land use restrictions• 
have large lot size minimums • 
create contiguous areas of agricultural land • 
ensure commercial land to accommodate the agricultural service • 
industry 
describe lot coverage and siting of accessory and non-farm uses • 
on agriculture lands 

It is important to ensure that zoning manages expectations in terms 
of non-farm uses and discourages subdivision.  This will help decrease 
development pressures on land and help to stabilize prices of farm-
land. 

Model:  Saanich purchased ALR property that was slated for devel-
opment and changed its zoning from a Utility Zone to a new Rural 
Demonstration Farm Zone.

Seat at the Table:  A Resource Guide For Local Governments to Cre-
ate Food Secure Communities
http://www.phsa.ca/NR/rdonlyres/76D687CF-6596-46FE-AA9A-
A536D61FB038/29298/PHSAreportaseatatthetable4.pdf

Rural Demonstration Farm Zone - Haliburton Community Organic 
Farm, Saanich
http://www.gov.saanich.bc.ca/municipal/clerks/ph/minutes/2004/
sept14minutes.pdf
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II)	Local	Government	Initiatives	
and Tools cont.

Description Who	is	doing	this?	Resources,	Tools	&	Links

13.	Subdivisions Subdivisions should be designed to have a minimal impact on farm-
land. Examples of friendly subdivision development and subdivision 
layout are found in Subdivision Near Agriculture…a Guide for Approv-
ing Officers and Planning Subdivisions Near Agriculture  produced by 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands

Planning Subdivisions Near Agriculture
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/publist/800series/820500-1Sub-
division-A-Guide.pdf 

http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/publist/800series/820500-2Plan-
ningSubdivisions.pdf 

14.	Development	Permits The Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act (FPPA) came into 
effect in April 1996. Local governments were given the means to des-
ignate Development Permit Areas in their OCP’s to protect farmland.  
Permits must be taken out in these areas for activities that might 
affect farmland (such as subdivision layout, building design and set 
backs, storm water management, employing disclosure statements 
and signage, and incorporating landscaped and siting buffers). 

Farmland Protection Development Permit Area Design Guidelines 
(sample): can be found in Appendix A at
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/publications/823100-2_
Guide_to_Edge_Planning.pdf

Surrey was the first to incorporate DPA’s in their official community 
plan http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/edge/surrey_ocp.htm

15.		Taxation Taxation policies can encourage food production and farming. A Farm 
Status designation through BC Assessment lowers property taxes. 
It is the most common tax instrument. Permissive	Tax	Exemptions 
provides tax relief for lands and buildings that offer community ben-
efit.  Other municipal taxes or forms of tax relief are being employed 
internationally to support land acquisition,  land sharing/leasing or 
putting land into production.  An Agriculture Support Tax has been 
suggested for the CRD to create a fund for the purchase of farmland 
as a municipal/regional  asset (similar to parks or watersheds).  A 
great deal of interest  has been generated in creating tax exemptions/
payments for ecological	goods	and	services	(EGS)	 provided by farm-
ers and urban growers.

Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS  (pilot project in Manitoba,  
Ontario, and PEI making payments to farmers for ecological steward-
ship on their farms). Enter ALUS into a search engine or see:   
http://www.souriswl.ca/EGS.html

16.	Use	of	Municipal	Lands	for	
Agriculture

Municipalities often have land that they can lease to community orga-
nizations or farmers.  They can also rezone these lands for agriculture, 
place them under Affirmative Agricultural Covenants, or donate them 
to farmland trusts.

Municipalities can also support community gardens and edible land-
scaping of lands and parks (Victoria and Saanich both have Commu-
nity Garden Policies).

See Leasing and Land Sharing section and charts 

Community Gardens Policy
Victoria
http://www.victoria.ca/cityhall/pdfs/cmmnty_garden_policy.pdf

Saanich
http://www.gov.saanich.bc.ca/municipal/clerks/bylaws/pdfs/gar-
dens.pdf

Summary	Chart	A:	Programs,	Tools,	and	Strategies		for	Policy	and	Planning	cont.
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II)	Local	Government	Initiatives	
and Tools cont.

Description Who	is	doing	this?	Resources,	Tools	&	Links

17.		Other	initiatives	by	Munici-
palities	that	support	viability	of	
farming

Municipalities can undertake a number of initiatives to support viabil-
ity of farming and food production in the region such as:

Develop “buy local” purchasing policies• 
Support community based farmers’ markets (Saanich is currently • 
developing supportive policy)
Support Urban Agriculture initiatives• 
Reduction of Water rates for agriculture (Saanich)• 
Support Transportation policy to allow public transit to farmers • 
markets and farms
Support on-farm housing to make farmland more accessible • 
(Metchosin)

Woodbury County Buy Local Policy
http://www.woodbury-ia.com

Example of Housing Bylaw
http://www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/ocp3agriculture.htm

Victoria Community Gardens Policy 
http://www.victoria.ca/cityhall/pdfs/cmmnty_garden_policy.pdf

Saanich
http://www.gov.saanich.bc.ca/municipal/clerks/bylaws/pdfs/gar-
dens.pdf

Summary Chart of City Bylaws to support Community Gardens and 
Urban Agriculture (US)
http://groups.ucanr.org/victorygrower/files/60611.pdf
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Strategies for Land Access Description Who is doing this? Resources, Tools and Links

1.	Land	Ownership
Ownership of land allows 
individuals to undertake long 
term planning and investment 
and use land within restrictions 
of municipal bylaws, provincial 
legislation (e.g. ALR)

Individual purchases or inherits title to property.  
May require:

Financial/funding institutions to look at alternative loan guaran-• 
tees/options.  
Changes to government support and guarantee policies• 
Joint ownership opportunities• 
Leasing portions of the land, buildings or infrastructure• 
Diversification of operations to augment farm income• 
Additional off-farm income.• 

Edible Strategies (working on financing strategies) 
http://www.ediblestrategies.com

ALM Farms (Succession Strategy through Coop Development) 
http://www.almfarms.org

Northbrook Farm (Leasing Strategy) 
http://members.shaw.ca/saanichorganics/home.html

Canadian and Farm Business Management Council (Farm Succession 
Resources) 
http://www.farmcentre.com/Downloads/NewFarmer/Farm-Succes-
sion-Steps.pdf

2.	Public	Land	Ownership	 
(Government)
Land is set aside for farming or 
food production by government

Government either designates land it currently owns, purchases land, 
or receives a donation of land. May place this land in trust, place a 
Covenant, or zone this land specifically to its purpose. This land may 
be made accessible to farm through leases or partnerships. Some 
local governments have collected amenity fees or traded develop-
ment rights to gain land. Often new developments in urban areas will 
require land/rooftops be set aside or accessible for growing food.

District of Saanich (Haliburton Organic Community Farm)
http://www.haliburtonfarm.org

District of Central Saanich (Newman Heritage Farm)
http://www.masselinkdesign.com/pdf/reports/Newman%20
Farm%20Master%20Plan.pdf

Langford (Amenity Fee)

City of Victoria (Development Permits)

Summary	Chart	B:	Strategies,	Tools	and	Resources	for	Land	Access
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Strategies for Land Access Description Who is doing this? Resources, tools and Links

3. Agricultural Land Trusts
Land is set aside for farming 
in perpetuity using the “Land 
Trust” Model

An agricultural land trust protects farmland for farming over the long 
term: 

Land is purchased or donated to the trust. The trust holds the • 
land through the land title, and protects it in accordance with its 
mission.  
Conservation coveneants (legally binding land preservation • 
agreements) for a specific purpose (i.e.conservation or agricul-
ture) that restricts real estate development, commercial and 
industrial uses, and other activities are often used. The land can 
be owned privately or by the trust. 

Advantages of trusts include the ability to:
Act more quickly than government agencies.• 
Provide income tax savings for those contributing cash or donat-• 
ing land or buildings.
Draw on local volunteers and other community resources• 
Maintain control over land and natural resources at the commu-• 
nity level.  

Challenges include:
Fundraising:•	  trusts need to raise funds to support operations – 
can be difficult and many struggle financially
Responsibility:•	  land protection responsibilities are in perpetuity 
and the organization has to be able to meet those commitments
Relationship:•	  Farmers may not want the communication etc. 
required when working with a land trust
Capacity:•	  Land trusts often experience resource and capacity 
issues
Standards:•	  Certain standards for farming practices may not be 
appreciated by all

Community Farm Trust Handbook
http://elc.uvic.ca/documents/ELC-Community-Farm-Trust-Handbook.
pdf

Establishing Your Community Farm Trust: Legal Tools and Compara-
tive Models, August 2007 
http://elc.uvic.ca/documents/ELC-Community-Farm-Trust-Handbook.
pdf

The Land Conservancy of BC
http://www.conservancy.bc.ca

Land Trust Alliance of BC
http://www.landtrustalliance.bc.ca/abouttrusts.html

American Farmland Trust 
http://www.farmland.org

Ontario Farmland Trust 
http://www.ontariofarmlandtrust.ca/

The Farmlands Trust (Mt. Newton)  
http://www.farmlandstrust.ca

Islands Trust (SaltSpring/Pender in progress) 
http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca

The Land Trust Alliance of British Columbia, What is a Land Trust? 
http://www.landtrustalliance.bc.ca/abouttrusts.html

Examples of Farmlands in Trust are:
Keating Farm 
http://www.conservancy.bc.ca/content.asp?sectionack=keatingfarm

Lohbrunner Farm 
http://www.conservancy.bc.ca
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Strategies for Land Access Description Who	is	doing	this?	Resources,	Tools	and	Links

4. Land Leasing
Leasing offers a way for both 
land owners who do not farm 
and retired farmers to make 
their land available to farmers 
for production.

A leasing agreement enables farmers to rent land from a landowner 
for the purpose of farming. Private or public landowners, land coop-
eratives, non-profit societies or land trusts can lease their land. Secu-
rity of tenure is of primary concern for farmers leasing land. Private 
lease arrangements may be perceived as less stable than those made 
through an organization or trust. 

Farm Folk City Folk: Community Farms Program http://ffcf.bc.ca/NewS-
iteFiles/programs/farm/community_farm_survey_report_final.pdf

From Municipality:  Haliburton Community Organic Farm 
http://www.haliburtonfarm.org

Multiple Leases:  Northbrook Farm 
http://members.shaw.ca/saanichorganics/home.html

Lohbrunner Farm  & Farmland Access Agreements report 
http://www.conservancy.bc.ca

5.	Land	Sharing
Relationships that connect new 
farmers who cannot afford to 
buy land to farm with landown-
ers who want their land farmed. 
Others connect urban home-
owners with gardeners who 
want to grow and/or harvest 
food in the city. 

Land Sharing may be formal or informal.  More formal agreements 
often involve leases. Landowner provides lot (or portion) to one or 
more farmers or urban gardeners. In some agreements, landown-
ers will receive part of the harvest as compensation. Databases and 
sample agreements are both tools to assist making matches and 
ensuring clarity.

Linking Land and Future Farmers-no longer operating but previously 
had a land and farmer matching data base and supported matches.

Lifecycles – Sharing Backyards
http://www.lifecyclesproject.ca, http://www.sharingbackyards.com

6.	Urban	Agriculture
Accessing urban lands augments 
rural supply

Food growing in cities occurs in many ways, in a variety of spaces:  
backyard, balcony, rooftop, community and school food gardens; ed-
ible landscapes and urban forests. Projects in the region include:

Fruit Tree Projects• 
Community Gardens & Commons• 
Sharing Backyards Programs• 
City Farms and SPIN Gardening• 
Pocket and farmers markets• 
Education & Demonstration Gardens• 
Raising small animals and chickens in the city• 

Toolkit for developing community gardens DIG IT! LifeCycles
http://www.lifecyclesproject.ca/initiatives/fruit_tree

Community Gardens-Listing in LifeCycles Good Food Directory

Vic West Food Security Collective http://www.victoriawest.ca

Community Markets and Pocket Markets http://www.foodroots.ca

Small Plot Intensive Gardening (SPIN) http://www.spinfarming.com

Sooke Chi http://members.shaw.ca/sookefoodchi/

CR-FAIR http://www.communitycouncil.ca/crfair_nl/fs-puzzle-UA.html

WestShore Teaching and Learning Garden
http://www.learnforlife.ca/teaching_garden.php

Summary	Chart	B:	Strategies,	Tools	and	Resources	for	Land	Access	cont.
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Summary	Chart	C:	Strategies,	Tools	and	Resources	for	Education	&	Awareness

Strategies	for	Education	&	
Engagement

Rationale Who	is	doing	this?	Resources,	Tools	&	Links

1.	Connecting	consumers	to			
farming and food issues

It is important for consumers to understand the value of local agri-
culture and the health, economic and environmental impacts of their 
buying choices:

Getting people to know their farmer and taste their product and • 
the culinary arts of local chefs is a powerful tool for connection 
and advocacy.
Linking people to forums where people talk about food, news-• 
letters and films are good ways to learn about local food issues.

Through On Farm Experience:
Farmers’ Markets http://www.bcfarmersmarket.org

Tour of Farms - Direct Farm Marketers http://www.islandfarmfresh.com

Visits to Demonstration Farms such as Haliburton Organic Farm  
http://www.haliburtonfarm.org

Feasts and Events:
Island Chefs’ Collaborative Defending Our Backyrad Food Tasting 
Event http://www.iccbc.ca
Feast of Fields http://www.feastoffields.com/viindex.html

Local Feasts hosted throughout the year 
CR-FAIR Annual Food Forum http://www.communitycouncil.ca
Local Fairs
Saanichton Fair http://www.saanichfair.ca
Luxton Fair http://www.luxtonfair.ca

Newsletters 
Island Agriculture e-brief by Sue Gordon MAL
CR-FAIR Making Food Matter www.communitycouncil.ca 

Media sources:
Tableland – documentary film
Island on the Edge – documentary film
Deconstructing Dinner – Weekly radio show and podcast about food 
and agriculture http://www.cjly.org/deconstructingdinner
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Strategies	for	Education	&	
Engagement

Rationale Who	is	doing	this?	Resources,	Tools	&	Links

2.	Connecting	consumers	to	the		
land	and	investing	in	farmland

It is important for people to understand the need to protect the land 
base for agriculture and ensure it is accessible for farming. This can 
be done through: 

Initiatives that connect people with  viable models where com-• 
munity is investing in land
Opportunities that involve people in the purchase of farmland • 
(e.g. donations and trusts)
Motivating consumers to support municipal and regional poli-• 
cies that support farmlands acquisition
Involvement in food growing, community supported agriculture • 
(CSA’s) and gardening and training initiatives (e.g. home gar-
dens, cooking with local food, demanding local food in grocery 
stores).

The Land Conservancy of BC - Agriculture Holidays:
Madrona Farm Chef Challenge/Campaign
Summer Teas at Keating Farm/Campaign http://www.conservancy.bc.ca

O.U.R. EcoVillage http://www.ourecovillage.org

SmartGrowth/ALR Watch listserve http://www.smartgrowth.bc.ca

SmartGrowth BC Citizens Guide to Protecting Farmland in BC 
http://66.51.172.116/Portals/0/Downloads/Citizens_Guide_2005.pdf

The Farmlands Trust (Mt. Newton Valley)  http://www.farmlandstrust.ca

Sea To Sea Greenbelt Society-ALR Maps

Westshore Centre for Learning and Training http://www.learnforlife.ca

CRD RTE – Free workshops

UVic and Camosun Continuing Education Programs

Farm Folk City Folk/TLC Community Farms Program

3. Youth and Children Children and youth need to have an understanding of where their 
food comes from in order to value local food and farms.  As most of 
our farmers get set to retire we need to ensure youth are interested 
in farming and see it as a viable and attractive career choice. 

Lifecycles – Growing Schools http://www.lifecyclesproject.ca

Edward Milne Culinary Arts Program http://www.sookeisp.sd62.
bc.ca/Edward_Milne

The Edible Schoolyard http://www.edibleschoolyard.org

Resources For Rethinking http://r4r.ca/en/toolbox

Agriculture in the Classroom http://www.aitc.ca/bc

School Fruit and Veggie Program http://www.aitc.ca/bc/uploads/Pro-
gram%20Materials/sfvsp_brochure_2008%20.pdf

Fields For your Future: Careers in Agriculture http://www.aitc.ca/bc/
resources/

Summary	Chart	C:	Strategies,	Tools	and	Resources	for	Education	&	Awareness	cont.
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Strategies	for	Education	&	
Engagement

Rationale Who	is	doing	this?	Resources,	Tools	&	Links

4. Government  
Representatives:
Decision makers must be up to 
speed about agriculture

Local government staff, elected officials and planners are becoming 
more aware of food and agricultural issues; it is imperative they un-
derstand agriculture and our local food system so that planning and 
decision making is supportive or at the very least does not impair our 
ability to grow and distribute food in the region.

Regional Agrologist reports and recommendations-Rob Kline ( MAL)

Food and Agriculture short courses and presentations –ie. CR-FAIR
Food Security Assessment for BC’s Capital Region
http://www.communitycouncil.ca/pdf/CR-FAIR_FS_Assessment_2004.pdf

Making Food Matter Newsletter http://www.communitycouncil.ca/
crfair_nl/crfair_nl_past_issues.html

Toolkit for Local Governments, TLC  http://www.conservancy.bc.ca

BC Food Systems Network http://www.bcfsn.org

Include farmers on advisory bodies

Also see section on Tools and strategies for Local Government in this 
booklet.



58              Our Farmlands Our Foodlands Findings Report: A Call to Action 

Support	your	local	farmers	and	”buy	local”1.	

Talk	to	retailers	and	restaurants	you	visit	and	encourage	them	to	purchase	from	Vancouver		Island	suppliers2. 

Let	government	representatives	know	you	think	it	is	important	to	protect	farmland	and	get	farmers	on	the	land.	3. 

Show	them	this	toolkit!

If	you	have	farmland,	farm	it!	Lease	it!	Share	it!4. 

If	you	buy	farmland,	plan	to	farm	it	or	have	it	farmed	by	others;	discourage	large	‘country	estates’5.	

Donate	to	The	Land	Conservancy	(TLC)	so	they	can	protect	our	farmland6. 

Donate land to TLC or another farmland trust 7. 

Grow	some	of	your	own	food8. 

Take	your	concerns	to	the	local	media,	talk	to	your	circles	of	friends.	Use	your	on-line	networks.9. 

Get	involved	with	food	and	farm	groups.	Become	active.	Work	on	these	issues.10.	

Top	Ten	Things	You	Can	Do	Right	Now:
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Advocate	for	updates	to	the	Regional	Growth	Strategy	that	reflect	a	commitment	to	land	for	agriculture,	mak-1.	

ing	land	accessible	to	farmers	and	for	measures	that	support	farm	viability.

Adopt	a	Food	Charter	and	ensure	that	your	OCP	is	comprehensive	in	terms	of	planning	for	food;	that	it	contains	2. 

commitments	to	urban	and	rural	food	production,	distribution	of	lands	and	resources;	and	is	congruent	with	

regional	needs	and	priorities.

Conduct	a	land	and	infrastructure	inventory	and	bylaw	review	to	ensure	that	your	jurisdiction	is	utilizing	best	3. 

practices	for	agriculture	and	food	security.

Be	firm	in	your	commitment	to	land	in	the	ALR.	Any	exclusion,	however	small,	drives	up	land	prices	through	4. 

speculation.	Ensure	that	allowable	uses	pertain	to	food	production	above	all	else,	but	also	consider	the	diversi-

fied	activities	that	can	be	part	of	farm	management	and	businesses.

Support	tax	incentives	for	putting	and	keeping	both	urban	and	rural	land	in	production.5.	

Stay	up	to	date	about	evolving	practices	and	opportunities	for	on-farm	housing.6. 

Explore	and	establish	mechanisms	that	allow	public	land	purchase	in	order	to	secure	a	“food	shed”	that	is	safe	7. 

from development today and in the future.

Recognize	the	economic	potential	for	agriculture	and	food	in	your	jurisdiction	and	ensure	they	are	part	of	eco-8. 

nomic development strategies.  

Encourage	citizens	to	grow	their	own	food	and	be	a	role	model	in	parks	and	city	lands.	Ensure	purchasing	poli-9. 

cies,	parks	and	recreation,	and	other	department	programs	demonstrate	a	priority	to	local	food	production.

Involve	and	consult	local	food	and	farm	groups	in	planning	and	policy-making;	encourage	their	involvement	on	10.	

committees;	and	encourage	the	creation	of	a	Regional	Food	Policy	Council,.

Top	Ten	Things	Our	Local	Governments	Can	Do:
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1. Organizations and Groups working on farmland preservation and access

Capital Region Food and Agriculture Initiatives Roundtable (CR-FAIR)  

(www.communitycouncil.ca/initiatives/crfair/index.html) 

LifeCycles Project Society www.lifecyclesproject.ca) 

Masselink Environmental Design (www.masselinkdesign.com) 

Nature Conservancy of Canada (www.natureconservancy.ca) 

Ontario Farmlands Trust (www.ontariofarmlandstrust.ca) 

Peninsula Agricultural Commission  

(www.gov.saanich.bc.ca/municipal/clerks/boards/pac.html) 

Sea To Sea Greenbelt Society  (www.greenbelt.bc.ca) 

SmartGrowth BC  (www.smartgrowth.bc.ca) 

The Land Conservancy of BC (www.conservancy.bc.ca)  

UVic Environmental Law Centre  (www.elc.uvic.ca) 

2. Organizations and Groups supporting farmers and food security

BC Association of Farmers’ Markets  (www.bcfarmersmarket.org) 

BC Food Systems Network (www.fooddemocracy.org) 

Canadian Organic Growers (www.cog.ca) 

Capital Regional District Roundtable on the Environment  

(www.crd.bc.ca/rte/index.htm)

Capital Region Food and Agriculture Initiatives Roundtable (CR-FAIR) (www.com-

munitycouncil.ca/initiatives/crfair/index.html) 

City Farmer (Canada’s Office of Urban Agriculture) (www.cityfarmer.org) 

Farm Folk City Folk (www.ffcf.bc.ca) 

Food Secure Canada (www.foodsecurecanada.org) 

FoodRoots Distributors’ Cooperative (www.foodroots.ca) 

Island Chefs’ Collaborative (www.iccbc.ca) 

Island Farmer’s Alliance (www.islandfarmersalliance.org) 

Islands Organic Producers Association (www.iopa.ca) 

Public Health Association of BC – Farm to School  (www.phabc.org)  

Slow Food Canada (www.slowfood.ca) 

Sooke Food CHI Society (http://members.shaw.ca/sookefoodchi) 

Toronto Food Policy Council (www.toronto.ca/health/tfpc_index.htm) 

WestShore Centre for Learning and Training (www.learnforlife.ca) 

3. Acts of Interest

The Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) Act  

(www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/A/02036_01.htm) 

The Local Government Act  

(www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/L/96323_00.htm) 

The Farm Practices Protection Act (Right to Farm Act)  

(www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/F/96131_01.htm) 

Local Government Act, R.S.B.C. 1996, c.323 ss. 903(5) and 918 

Right to Farm Regulation, B.C. Reg 261/97

4. Food Security Tools and Strategies 

A Food Strategy for the Sooke Region (2008) (http://sookeharvest.ca/FoodCH-

IFinalReport_2008.pdf) 

Capital Region Food and Health Action Plan (2008) (www.communitycouncil.

ca/pdf/Healthy_phase2_web.pdf) 

Capital Region Food Charter (2008) (www.communitycouncil.ca/pdf/CR_Food_

Charter_Final-2008-06-10.pdf)   

District of North Saanich Food Charter (draft) (www.glamorganfarm.com/

FOOD%20CHARTER.pdf) 

Making Food Matter Newsletter (www.communitycouncil.ca/resources/news-

letters.html#makingfoodmatter) 

Putting Food Policy on the Table (CR-FAIR & Capital Region Roundtable on the 

Environment) (2006) (www.crd.bc.ca/rte/documents/healthy_phase1_web.

pdf) 

Resources,	Links	and	Tools
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5. Planning

ALR & Community Planning Guidelines  

(www.alc.gov.bc.ca/publications/Community_Planning_Guidelines2.pdf) 

AgFocus: A Guide to Agricultural Land Use Inventory  

(www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/publist/800series/830110-3.pdf) 

AgFocus: An Agricultural GIS – Pitt Meadows Project  

(www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/publist/800series/830110-1.pdf) 

Agricultural Advisory Committees (AAC)  

(www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/aac/index.htm) 

Agricultural Area Plans (www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/aap/index.htm)

Agricultural Land Commission, Ten Years of Agricultural Land Preservation 

Agricultural Land Use Inventory Projects  

(www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/gis/projects.htm) 

Agricultural Overview and Planning  

(www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/Publications.htm#other) 

Citizens Guide to Protecting Agricultural Land in BC (2005)  

(www.smartgrowth.bc.ca/Portals/0/Downloads/Citizens_Guide_2005.pdf) 

Edge Planning (www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/edge/index.htm) 

Establishing Your Community Farm Trust: Legal Tools and Comparative Models

(www.elc.uvic.ca/documents/ELC-Community-Farm-Trust-Handbook.pdf) 

GIS and Agricultural Land Use Inventories  

(www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/gis/index.htm)

Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Guide for Bylaw Development in Farming Areas

(http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/publist/800series/840000-1.pdf)  

Official Community Plan – District of Langford (final draft)

(www.cityoflangford.ca/OCP/Langford%20Final%20Draft%205-14-08%20OCP.pdf)

Official Community Plan - District of Central Saanich

(www.gov.saanich.bc.ca/business/development/plan/pdfs/ocp%20files/ocp_ad-

opted_jul808.pdf)

 

Planning for Agriculture  

(www.alc.gov.bc.ca/publications/planning/pfa_main.htm)     

Planning for Farming  

(www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/factsheets/factsheet5.pdf)  

Protecting the Working Landscape of Agriculture: A Smart Growth Direction 

for Municipalities in British Columbia

(www.davidsuzuki.org/files/SWAG/DSF-ALR-final3.pdf)

Public Amenity Benefits and Ecological Services Provided to Local Communi-

ties in the Fraser Valley: The Case Study of Abbotsford, BC   

(www.smartgrowth.bc.ca/Portals/0/Downloads/Public_Amenity_Benefits_

report.pdf)

Publications related to Planning for Agriculture  

(www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/Publications.htm#plan_ag) 

Smart Bylaws Guide (www.wcel.org/issues/urban/sbg) 

Subdivision Approving Officers Toolkit  

(www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/planag/subdiv.htm) 

Support for Local Governments Planning for Agriculture  

(www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/localgov/support.htm) 

TLC Draft Toolkit for Municipalities for Farmland planning (in progress) 

Trails in Farm and Ranch Areas  

(www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/sf/localgov/support.htm) 
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6. Background  

A Baseline Assessment of Food Security in BC’s Capital Region (2004)

(www.communitycouncil.ca/pdf/CR-FAIR_FS_Assessment_2004.pdf)

Agricultural Advisory Committees Model Terms of Reference

(www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/Ag_Advise_Comm/Model_Terms_of_Ref.pdf)

Community Farms in BC: Building Local Food Systems for Sustainable Communi-

ties (2009)

(http://ffcf.bc.ca/NewSiteFiles/programs/farm/community_farm_survey_report_

final.pdf) 

Farmland Forever: reshaping the Agricultural Land Reserve for the 21st Century

(www.davidsuzuki.org/files/SWAG/DSF-ALR-final3.pdf)

 

Investment Agriculture Foundation / Ipsos-Reid Poll of Public Opinions Toward 

Agriculture, Food and Agri-Food Production in BC  

(http://www.gov.bc.ca/al/attachments/iaf_survey_final_report_dec_17.pdf) 

Salt Spring Island Farm Plan  

(www.bitsandbytes.ca/resources/SSI_FarmPlan_Booklet_Jan08.pdf) 

Sample Agreement between Islands Trust & ALC  

(www.alc.gov.bc.ca/locgov/istr.pdf)  

Shared Decision Making in the ALR  

(www.alc.gov.bc.ca/commission/delegation_info_kit.pdf) 

Smart Growth BC’s ALR Watch Listserv (send email)  

(www.smartgrowth.bc.ca)  

Snapshot of Food Security Initiatives in BC’s Capital Region  

(www.communitycouncil.ca/crfair_nl/fs-puzzle.html) 

State of the ALR Report (2004)  

(www.smartgrowth.bc.ca/Portals/0/Downloads/State_of_the_ALR_Report_final.pdf) 

7. Other

BC Assessment: Agriculture Publications – Classifying Farmland  

(www.bcassessment.bc.ca/publications/index.asp)  

BC’s Food Self Reliance: Can BC’s Farmers Feed Our Growing Population?

(www.ffcf.bc.ca/PDFs%20&%20Linked%20Documents/BCfoodselfreliance.pdf) 

BC’s Agricultural Land Reserve: A Legal Review of the Question of Community 

Need (2007)

(www.smartgrowth.bc.ca/Portals/0/Downloads/Community_need_and_the_

ALR_legal_review.pdf

Resources,	Links	and	Tools	cont.
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Appendix	A:	Our	Farmlands,	Our	Foodlands...Our	Future	Conference	Program

Conference	held	Thursday	November	27,	2008,	8:30am-6:30pm	in	Sidney	BC.	

Session	#1	-	Planning	for	Food:	Tools	and	Strategies	for	Local	and	Regional	Governments

This practical workshop will provide both an overview of successful provincial programs pertaining to farmland and examples of strategies currently being em-

ployed at various levels of government to improve access and utilization of farmland for food production. We will look at how local and regional planning in-

tersects with farmland through Regional Growth Strategies, Official Community Plans, Agricultural Area Plans and Agriculture Advisory Committees.  What can 

governments do to protect Farmland?

Moderator:  Derek Masselink. Panel: Ione Smith – Smart Growth BC; Wanda Gorsuch – The Land Conservancy, Strategies for Municipalities Toolkit; George Ehring 

– Trustee, Islands Trust; Alastair Bryson / Hope Burns – District of Central Saanich; Jim LeMaistre; Agriculture Area Plan – Strengthening Farming Program (MAL)

Session	#2	-	Leasing	and	Land	Sharing:	Models	for	Land	Access

Land prices make leasing an affordable option for many farm operators to access land. Leases offer an opportunity for both land owners who do not farm and re-

tired farmers, to make their land available to farmers for production, rather than leaving it unused. Some view leasing as the solution to our land access problems. 

Others say it only works in limited cases. Could leasing and other land sharing arrangements between farmers and land owners create a win-win model of food 

security? What are some of the considerations in setting up leasing agreements? What are the benefits and challenges faced by land owners and farmer/tenants? 

Could a “linking program or database” such as the former Linking Land and Future Farmers (LLAFF) effectively bring landowners and farmers together? Should we 

try again? If so what do we need to do differently?

Moderator – Tom Henry – Editor, Small Farms Canada. Panel: Rob Kline – Regional Agrologist, Ministry of Agriculture and Lands; Brian Stretch – Land owner, Cotyle-

don Farm; Tina Fraser Baynes – Haliburton Farm; Robin Tunnicliffe – Feisty Field Farm, Linking Land and Future Farmers Initiative; John Buchanan – Parry Bay Farm

Session	#3	-	Our	Regional	“Food	Basket”	–	Looking	Beyond	Farmlands?

The goal of this conference is to ensure we have access to lands for growing food into the future. This workshop steps “outside the box” to look beyond our des-

ignated farmlands. Our Capital Region is blessed with a rich variety of “foodscapes” in addition to our agricultural land. Our seashores and forests have sustained 

Aboriginal communities throughout time. Urban areas are being recognized as having great food-producing potential. How do increasing population, environ-

mental impacts, government policies and development pressure take their toll on these other food lands?  What is being done to protect traditional lands and 

preserve the rights of the First Nations to food sovereignty? Is urban agriculture a viable way to increase our food-producing capacity? This workshop will explore 

a range of issues and initiatives that are important pieces of a regional food mosaic.

Moderator: Sonya Chandler – Councillor, City of Victoria. Panel: Earl Claxton Jr. and JB Williams – Tsartlip First Nations; Lee Fuge – Food Roots Pocket Markets; 

Melanie Sommerville – Urban Agriculture, Lifecycles; Deb Heighway – Donald Street Farms (SPIN Farmer)
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Session	#4	-	Carrot	and	Stick:	A	look	at	Farm	Status	and	Assessment	Tools

The Agriculture Land Reserve is one of the main policy tools we have to maintain agricultural land. But for land outside the ALR, taxation is another means to 

achieve this objective. In 2007, a shift in how policies regarding farm classification and assessment were implemented by the BC Assessment Authority affected 

over 200 farms in Saanich with significant tax increases.  Local farmers and supporters came together, calling for a reevaluation of the changes and a review of 

the proposed approach to farm classification and assessment.  In response to this pressure, a Farm Assessment Review Panel was created; it is currently touring 

the province, listening to the public’s views and ideas regarding the farm assessment policies. So what would farm tax assessment policies and regulations in BC 

look like if they were to truly preserve farmland and encourage agricultural production on that land?  Come hear ideas and proposals and be prepared to give 

your feedback.  

Moderator:  David Reid – Lifecycles (MA Thesis – Public Process in the Farm Assessment Review) and Anne Macey.

Session	#5	-	Creative	Partnerships:	Emerging	Models	for	Farmland	Access

Currently one of the greatest barriers to farming our farmlands is the issue of access. The cost of land has skyrocketed to approximately $100,000 per acre. The 

average age of farmers is 55; many of these farmers will be looking to retire over the next 10 years.  Many farming families have no children to continue the farm 

business. Most people getting into farming are young and/or undercapitalized and don’t have the ability to purchase land or to expand their existing acreage.  But 

in BC we have some creative, inspiring models for accessing farmland that can make it possible for a new generation of farmers to grow our food and allow those 

who want to retire from farming the ability to do so comfortably. What are some of these public/private partnership models? What have been the challenges and 

opportunities both organizations and individuals have faced, and the strategies they have employed, in securing land for agriculture?

Moderator: Deb Curran – Deborah Curran and Company; co-founder SmartGrowth BC. Panel: Heather Pritchard – Farm Folk City Folk Community Farms Program; 

Brandy McPherson – Our EcoVillage; Lifecycles / Lohbrunner greenhouse project/TLC Partnership; Mary Alice Johnson – ALM Farm.

 

Appendix	A:	Our	Farmlands,	Our	Foodlands	Our	Future	Conference	Program	cont.
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Session	#6	-	From	Ideas	to	Action:	Farmers	and	Eaters	taking	action	on	farmland	issues

The demand for local food has never been higher but the challenges to farmers and access to land are daunting. If we are to protect and expand local food pro-

duction, farmers and consumers must join forces to exert their political will and promote policies that support farmland and foodlands. How do farmers take up 

their own cause and engage their customers in actively supporting them?  What is being done to inspire activism in support of our farmlands? Who are some of 

the people and organizations doing this work?  What kinds of actions are effective and what are some tools for helping people to speak out? How do we get the 

media onside? 

Moderator: David Mincey – Island Chefs Collaborative / Bastion Square Farmer’s Market. Panel: Lana Popham – Barking Dog Vineyards, activist, candidate; David 

Cubberley – MLA Saanich South; Elmarie Roberts – Haliburton Farm Community Supported Agriculture Program; Ken Hueston – Island Chefs’ Collaborative; David 

Chambers – Madrona Farm.

Session	#7	-	Focus	on	the	Farmland	Trust:	“The	What,	Why	and	How”

This workshop will explore Farmland Trust Models.  What is a farmland trust? Is the trust model viable as a way to protect farmland and ensure an ongoing use 

for food production? What are the advantages and challenges to creating a trust? What is being done in this region and what is being done that we can draw 

from in other parts of the world (USA, Britain)? 

Moderator: Pat Reichert – Salt Spring Island Farm Alliance. Panel: Paula Hesje  – The Land Conservancy; Barbara Souther – Woodwynn Farm; Conrad Pilon – Salt 

Spring Island Farmland Trust

Closing	Plenary	–	Corky	Evans,	MLA

Findings and a Call to Action Closing Strategy Session
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